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OUGH SEA NEEDN'T
CAUSE SHIPWRECK.

SAILOR INVENTS DEVICE TO
CALM THE DEEP.

—_—

Literally Pours Oil on Troubled

. Waters and Thereby, YMe Claims,
Makes it Possible to Ride Out
Any Storm — Interests Governe
ment in Simple Mechanism.

Declaring that no ship need ever
be lost simply because of rough
weanther, Hdrry W. Stocking, deep-
water sallor and inventor, now resld-
ing here, has, alter several year's en-
deavor, secured the attontion of the
wovernment to a device patented by
him for the purpose ot spraying the
ocean with oll in time of storm.

Since timo began sailors have
known the efficacy of ollcon water,
and with the discovery of petroleum
in great quantities many ships were
equipped with oll tanks for this pur-
pose. However, the use of oll ns a
meansy of saving shipa or in stilling
water for other purposes is seldom
used. This bectuse when laboring
{n a heavy sea it was heretofore im-
possible in a storm to make use of
the ofl. No ship could carry enough
oll to still the water while tho ship
was under way. By the time the ship
could be stopped and oll poured on
tho water the damage would be done.

Here is where Stocking's device
came in  He stmply applled a mech-
aniam that took the oil to windward
and let it loose When a ship s
running before the wind in a storm
and anything goes wrong, a sea an-
choy ig thrown overboard and the
ship’s head held In a position that

keeps her out of the trough. Stock-
ing rigged up a tank of oil on the
stern of the ship and attached a pli-
able hose to the hawser that held
the sea anchor. As soon as the an-
chor {8 thrown overboard the ofl
starts through the hose and s
spread from, the anchor. This means
thht the wind blows the oll from the
anchor, forty or fifty fathoms in the
rear, toward tho ship, and calms the
waves hefore the ship is stopped.
This device has been exhibited along
the Pacific Coast, on the Atlantic and
in the Chinn Bea.

The sea anchor, a conical aftair,
drags through the water, retarding
the movement of the ship. The an-
chor rides on tho crest of the waves
and s equipped with six-foot spread-
ers, A barrel of ofl will keep down
tho waves for twenty-four hours,
according to the inventor's exper!-
ments,. At Catalina Island Stocking
has frequently rode out the worst
stoms in a launch with the use of
one gallon of ol to each twenty-four
hours.

The oft when it strikes the water
spreads out in & thin film, a drop of
ofl covering from five to eeven foet of
water, The wind, which primarily
causes wnves, glides over the oll and
the farther the oil spreads the
greater the space calmed. With
larger quantities of oll used it has
been found possible to launch life-
boats in the roughest water and get
them safelv away from ships, plers
or other places.

Other uses to which, Stocking
says, his i{nvention can be put suc-
cessfuliv is on the dangerous bars in
the north. On one occaslon he took
a ship over the Columbia bar hy
having a launch anchored outside,
releasing the ofl and letting it flow
toward his ship. The oil could be
used in bullding breakwaters, taking
men tq and from lightships, launch-
ing ll%muta from the bheach, tow-
ing log rafts and In resculng crews
aor merchandise from ships that have
been beached and over which huge
geag break.

Stocking first put his ldes into use

in the China Sea a number of years
ago, equipping & sea anchor with
ofl-spraying pipes. This worked so
well that twice more on the China
run he used ofl. Later he patented
the idea, and, after giving exhibl-
tlons to seafaring men on both
oceans, he has Qetermined to try and
have American warships equipped,
and later all vessels,
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