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Department Organization

Governor

Natural Resources Agency

Department of Fish and Wildlife

Office of Spill Prevention and Response



OSPR Mission

Provide best achievable 

protection of California's 

natural resources by 

preventing, preparing for, 

and responding to spills of oil 

and restoring affected 

resources.



Key Events

1969

Platform A, 

Santa Barbara, CA

4 million gallons



Key Events

1969 1989

Exxon Valdez

Prince William Sound, AK

11 million gallons



Key Events

1969 1989 1990

American Trader, 

Huntington Beach, CA

416,600 gallons



Jurisdiction

1990: Lempert-Keene-Seastrand

Petroleum, marine waters

Statewide expansion in 2014

Renewable fuels expansion in 
2021



Jurisdiction



Jurisdiction

Lead Response 
Agency

Trustee Agency

One of the only state agencies in the nation that 

has major pollution response authority and 

public trustee authority for wildlife and habitat



Mandate Evolution

Pollution 
Response

Incident 
Command

Criminal
                  Investigation



OSPR Functions

Preparedness

Restoration

Prevention

Response



Field Response Team (FRT)

Environmental 
Scientist

Wildlife Officer

Oil Spill Prevention 
Specialist



Pollution Response Role

Wildlife Officers

• State Peace Officers

• State On Scene Coordinator/Incident 

Commander

• Criminal Investigator



Pollution Response Role

Environmental Scientist

• Environmental Unit 
Leader (ICS)

• Wildlife Branch Director

• Establish Resources at 
Risk

• Shoreline Clean-up and 
Assessment

• Clean-up Monitoring and 
Assessment

• Determine Clean-up 
Endpoints



Oil Spill Prevention Specialist 
(OSPS)

• Initial Site Safety Officer 

• Operations Staff

• Air Monitoring (responders)

• Hazardous Waste Quantification

• Salvage Operations

• Maritime / Pipeline Subject Matter 

Experts

• Causal Analysis



OPERATIONS

SECTION

PLANNING

SECTION

LOGISTICS

SECTION

FINANCE / ADMIN

SECTION

Wildlife

Branch

Environmental

Unit

Site Safety

Officer (SSO)

Public Information

Officer (PIO)

UNIFIED

COMMAND

Investigator NRDA

Incident Command
 FRT in Oil Spill Unified Command

Liaison 

Wildlife Officer                    Oil Spill Prevention Specialist             Environmental Scientist  



OSPR Notification Process

• Notification must be made to the 
CA Governor’s Office of Emergency 
Services (State Warning Center

• CDFW / OSPR is notified on every 
Cal-OES report made in the State!



OSPR Initial Actions



Incident Conclusion

• Terminate Emergency Phase 

Response

• Determine Environmental Endpoints

• Document Environmental Damage

• Restoration

• Post Incident Issues

• After Action Report

• Civil Litigation



Resources

• LT Ryan Hanson, Wildlife Officer
ryan.hanson@wildlife.ca.gov 

    805-440-2593

• California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife
www.wildlife.ca.gov

• CDFW-OSPR Cal Spill Watch
https://calspillwatch.dfg.ca.gov 

mailto:ryan.hanson@wildlife.ca.gov
http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/
https://calspillwatch.dfg.ca.gov/
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