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A Few Notes on the Striped Bass Egg and Larval (ELS) Dataset.

The ACCESS database “ELS FROM SAS.mdb” contains a single table “ELS_ONE” that is the concatenation of the Striped Bass Egg and Larval Survey (ELS) datasets.  Originally, these data were stored as SAS datasets as SAS was the primary analysis package for DFG researchers investigating larval and juvenile striped bass.  
The basic protocol for the ELS was to fish an egg and larval net for 10 minutes using an oblique tow to fish the entire water column.  Sampling was done every 4th day or in some cases, every other day.  Prior to 1984, the ELS net’s mesh size was 905 microns; afterwards it was 505 microns (Nitex).
I will make one point about ELS data.  When ever using data that the researcher did not collect, I feel it is important that the researcher know why those data were collected.  The purpose of the ELS was to gather data on the larval life stages of striped bass in the San Francisco Estuary.  This in turn dictated the gear, the protocol, lab procedures, the timing of the surveys, etc around the life history of striped bass.  The variables recorded were also a reflection of the interest in striped bass as there are over 50 variables for striped bass alone ( the ACCESS table has 115 variables, see below).  The point is that if the researcher is investigating a species other than striped bass the ELS dataset may not have those data that the researcher is looking for.  

I have made no attempts to edit these data or change the original variable names.  I feel it is better to allow the researcher to decide what is valid data or not and what is a useful variable name or not.  However, I have made recommendations to what I feel are prudent questions that any researcher would ask: “which years to use” and “which variables to use”.

Which Years to Use?

The ELS was conducted for the following years: 1967-1977, 1984-1986, and 1988-1995; generally from early Spring to early-mid Summer.  However, the SAS datasets are from: 1967-1977, 1984-1986, 1988-1993, and 1994.  I have been unable to locate 1995’s data.  I recently came across the 1994 data but I have no experience with it and the file name is slightly different from the previous SAS datasets.  Therefore, I’m a bit leery of it.  My recommendation is that you first consider using data previous to 1994, and then use 1994 with caution.   
Which Variables to Use?
The table ELS_ONE has 115 variables.  When the ELS started, the SAS limit on variable names was 8 characters; leading to variable names that can be cryptic (see attached table).  Not all variables were collect during all years but some were (see attached table).  As time progressed and other issues came up (such as information needed concerning delta smelt), variables were added.  Or, if a variable was deemed not needed, it was dropped.  My recommendations are that you use variables that have been collected for all 4 time frames: 1967-1977, 1984-1986, 1988-1993, and 1994.  
If you have further questions please let me know.  
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