
AREA CONTINGENCY 
AND GEOGRAPHIC 
RESPONSE PLANS
Tribal Engagement During Oil Spills Workshop
May 7, 2026

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD, SOUTHWEST DISTRICT:

MARK GREGORY - SOUTHWEST DISTRICT RESPONSE 
ADVISORY TEAM (DRAT)

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE, OFFICE OF SPILL 
PREVENTION AND RESPONSE:

ANNA BURKHOLDER - STATEWIDE GEOGRAPHIC 
RESPONSE PLAN COORDINATOR



National Response System (NRS)



Local Area Committees & Planning (AC/ACP)

❖ FOSC/SOSC USCG Sector Commander & CA OSPR Warden

❖ Area Committee Local community representation to address 

coastal spill response concerns. Co-chaired by FOSC & SOSC.

❖ Area Contingency Plan (ACP) Response plan for oil spills in the Coastal Zone developed by 
the Area Committee (AC) to address spills within the USCG 
FOSC Zone. Required by OPA90. The "hub of spill response 
planning" efforts. Identifies resources at risk (Environmental, 
Cultural/Historic, Economic...) and provides best 
possible protection strategies.

❖ ACP Exercises NPREP: National Preparedness for Response Exercise Program. 

4yr Full-Scale Exercise is required. Government or Industry Led.

❖ ACP Approval ACPs are reviewed and approved by the USCG; Promulgated 

by local USCG FOSC.



CA Coastal Area Committee/ACP Boundaries
SAN FRANCISCO FOSC AOR (meet quarterly)

• ACP-1 Del Norte County and Mendocino County

• Meeting location: Eureka-Woodley Island, other locations TBD

❖ POC: Jeff Dayton (OSPR), OSPR jeff.dayton@wildlife.ca.gov; (707) 498-0518 (cell)

• ACP-2 Sonoma County and San Mateo County

• Meeting location: USCG Sector San Francisco (Yerba Buena Island)

❖ POC: Kevin Reed (USCG), USCG kevin.b.reed2@uscg.mil; (860) 808-7691 (Cell)

• ACP-3 Santa Cruz County and San Luis Obispo County

• Meeting location: Moss Landing / Monterey / Santa Cruz

❖ POC: Lindsey Saum (OSPR),  lindsey.saum@wildlife.ca.gov; (831) 431-0795 (cell)

LOS ANGELES FOSC AOR (meet quarterly)

• ACP-4 Santa Barbara County and Ventura County

• ACP-5 South Ventura County and Orange County, July 7th

• Meeting location: various coastal facilities in Los Angeles and Ventura counties

❖ POC: LCDR Emily Mckenzie, Emily.M.McKenzie@uscg.mil; (202)757-1537 (Teams)

SAN DIEGO FOSC AOR (meet 2X annually)

• ACP-6 North San Diego County to the Mexico Border

• Meeting location: USCG Sector San Diego, November 18th                                

❖ POC: David Lyons (OSPR), David.Lyons@wildlife.ca.gov; (562) 666-5039 (Cell) LINK TO AREA COMMITTEES: PUBLIC MEETINGS

https://wildlife.ca.gov/OSPR/Public-Meetings#acm


Area Contingency Plans (ACPs)

▪ ACPs are developed by Area Committees – response is led by 
Federal & State OSCs

▪ Broad range of key partners, including State and local 
agencies and Tribal Nations

▪ Focus (heart of the plan) is on sensitive sites!

▪ Include other plans - Use of Dispersants, Marine Fire Fighting, 
Salvage, Places of Refuge, Wildlife Response

▪ Who to call! Where to go for guidance!!

▪ Reporting Oil Spills - National Response Center at 800-424-8802

▪ Link to ACP – see               (contact info in each ACP)OSPR website

https://wildlife.ca.gov/OSPR/Contingency


Geographic Response Plans 
(GRPs) 

Background

Emergency regulations governing the 

development of oil spill contingency plans 

in California, along with financial 

responsibility for inland facilities, pipelines, 

refineries and railroads, became effective in 

2015, with final regulations being adopted 

in January of 2019. 

The expansion of OSPRs jurisdiction 

statewide prompted the need to 

develop inland GRPs for at-risk waters of 

the state. 



GRP Development
The process of developing GRPs has consisted of: 

• Developing a consistent document framework based 

on recently developed GRPs in other states and industry 

partners.

• Convening an internal GRP Workgroup.

• Implementing a Statewide GRP Steering Committee.

• Developing partnerships with industry representatives, 

and federal, state, and local agencies. 

Key Criteria Used to Identify 
Priority GRPs

• Rail and high hazard rail within ¼ mile of a waterway.

• Pipelines and facilities within ¼ mile of a waterway.

• Area with historical spills.

• Presence of  terrestrial and aquatic threatened and 

endangered species and their habitats.

• LEPC boundaries – 1 GRP in each Local Emergency 

Planning Committee (First Planning Cycle only).



Local Emergency Response Committees (LEPCs)

• The California State Emergency Response Commission 
(SERC) established Six Emergency Planning Districts having the 
same boundaries as the six Mutual Aid Regions. The SERC 
appointed a Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) for each 
planning district and supervises and coordinates their activities.

• Within their region, the LEPCs carry out community right-to-know 
requirements of the Emergency Planning and Community Right-
to-Know Act (EPCRA). They provide a forum for emergency 
management agencies, responders, industry and the public to 
work together to evaluate, understand, train about, coordinate 
and communicate chemical hazards in the community and 
develop hazmat emergency plans, which provide information 
about chemicals in the community to citizens, government 
agencies and emergency responders.

Hazardous materials regional emergency planning and community right to 
know at the local level

https://www.caloes.ca.gov/office-of-the-director/operations/response-operations/fire-rescue/hazardous-materials/state-emergency-response-commission/
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/office-of-the-director/operations/response-operations/fire-rescue/hazardous-materials/state-emergency-response-commission/


Outreach to California 
Native American Tribes 
During GRP Development

• Provide GRP boundary map to Native American 
Heritage Commission requesting a list of California 
Native American Tribes for the GRP area.

• CDFW OSPR mails hard copy letter to each 
California Native American Tribe on NAHC list 
requesting participation in the GRP development 
process which includes review and comment on 
the draft plan.

• Welcome additional participation through site visits 
to the identified response strategy locations or 
meetings to discuss concerns and requests. 





Santa Margarita River GRP Example

Boundary Map

Index Map



Santa Margarita River GRP Example

Response Strategy Sheets



Santa Margarita River GRP Example
Tribal, Cultural and Historic Resources-At-Risk Contact List



Map of California, 
Nevada and Arizona GRPs

Northern California:

• Klamath River 

• Upper Sacramento 

River

• Lower Sacramento 

River

• Lake Almanor (BNSF)

• Feather River (UPRR)

• North Fork American 

River

• Russian River

• Lower American River

Central California:

• Salinas River 

• Kern River

Southern California:

• Ballona Creek

• Lower Santa Ana River

• Cajon Pass

• Santa Margarita River

Interstate GRPs-

California/Nevada/Arizona:

• Truckee River

• Lake Tahoe

• Carson River

• Walker River

• Lower Colorado River



NOAA Southwest ERMA
Environmental Response Management Application



NOAA Southwest ERMA
GRP Response Strategy Link



Drills and Exercises
The Drills and Exercises Unit (D&E) promotes the preparedness of vessel and facility plan holders by 
assisting in the design of and evaluating equipment deployment drills and tabletop exercises. Drill 
and exercise participants are tested against specific objectives and their performance is evaluated. 
The goal of the Drills and Exercises Program, is to increase preparedness for potential oil spill 
response by plan holders, OSPR, and interested parties to maximize response efficiency and 
protection of California's natural resources. 

Drill Calendar

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=225118&inline


Area Contingency & Geographic Response Plans

https://wildlife.ca.gov/OSPR/Preparedness



Thank You!

Mark Gregory, United States Coast Guard District 
Southwest

(571) 607-7893,  Mark.G.Gregory@uscg.mil

Anna Burkholder, California Department of 

Fish and Wildlife, Office of Spill Prevention and 
Response, West Sacramento, CA

(916) 215-4795, Anna.Burkholder@wildlife.ca.gov
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