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1.0 STUDY APPROACH AND METHODS

Biological resources were assessad based upon fleld surveys and literature research,
Fiald surveys for plants and wildlife were conducted by walking transects of opportunity through
all habitat types. Botanical and general wildlife observations were conducted on April 15 and
May 28, 1983, A rare plant survey was conductaed on June 25, 1998 to verify the presence of
Plummer's mariposa hly, California gnatcatcher sunvays were conducted from April 21 through
May 28, 19948,

Due to the addition of the western expansion araa (UNCOCAL parcel) in 2000, additional
surveys ware conducted, including California gnatcatcher surveys (Aprl 19 to June 13, 2000),
rare plant survey (June 2000) and habitat assessment (June 2000). A wetland delineation and
follow-up rare plant survey was conducted on June 28, 2001, A bird inventory was compiled as
a result of these surveys. The literature research included reviewing the following documents:

* Report on Aroyo Simi Characterization (Montgomery Watson, 1985),

* Final Master Enwvironmental Impact Report for the West End Community
Development Project and West End Specific Plan (ENSR/Fugro West, 1997);

« Final Environmental Impact Repori for the Expansion of the Simi Valley Landfill
(McClelland Engineers, 1988},

« California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Electronic Inventory (Skinner and Pavlik,
1994);

« Personal computer version (RAREFIND 2) of the California Depariment of Fish
and Game (CDFG) Matural Diversity Data Base (NDDB, 2001); and

* (Other environmental documents prepared for projects in eastern Ventura County.

2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION
2.1 LOCATION

The Simi Valley Landfill and Recycling Center (SYLRC) is located at 2801 Madera Road
in Simi Valley, California. The property boundary lies about 100 feet north of State Route 118.
The SVLRC is located between Alamos Canyon and Brea Canyon at an elevation of about 800
to 1080 feet above mean sea level, For the purposas of this impact analysis, the term "project
site” refers to the SVLRC property, adjacent slope easements and tha western axpansion area.

2.2 PROJECT PURPOSE

The purposa of the project is to increase the long-term solid waste disposal capacity of
the landfil. This would be accomplished by expanding the permitted refuse footprint into
undeveloped areas. These areas primarily consist of a new expansion area located
immediately wast of the current disposal area, and slopes surrounding the axisting permitted
refuse feotprint.  Support faciliies including office trallers and the landfill gas flare would be
located on SVLRC property immediately southeast of the proposed refuse footprint.
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3.0 SETTING
3.1  VEGETATION

The vegetation of the project site is comprised of northem mixed chaparral, Venturan
coastal sage scrub, coyote brush scrub, annual grassland, disturbed and planted communities
(Figure 1). Planted areas refers fo sites dominated by omamental plantings, aesthetics
mifigation plantings or hydroseeded slopes.

A total of 161 vascular plant species were identified during the field surveys and are
listed in Appendix A. Plants observed on the project sita consisted of 106 (66 percent) native
taxa, 41 (25 percent) non-native naturalized taxa, and 14 (9 percent) ornamental or planted
taxa. The percentage of non-native taxa s greater than for the State as a whole (17.4 percent),
reflecting the relatively high level of disturbance associated with adjacent landfill development.

The generalized map of plant communities of the project site and vicinity (Figure 1) is
based on inspection of color aerial photographs (Walker & Associates 591-1011, 1:6000) taken
Movember 3, 1897 and field surveys conducted by Padre.

3.1.1 Northern Mixed Chaparral

This community oceurs on undisturbed slopes to the south and southeast of the existing
landfill disposal area. Morthern mixed chaparral is very dense with an average canopy height of
6 to 8 feet. Morthern mixed chaparmal is dominated by scrub oak (Quercus berbendifolia), with
lesser cover of toyon (Heferomales arbutifolia), lemonade bemy (Rhus integrifolia) and holly-leaf
redberry (Rhamnus iicifolia). Black sage (Salviza mellifera) forms locally dense patches within
this community. Other species characteristic of coastal sage scrub may also occur within these
patches including purple sage (Salvia leucophyila) and California bush sunflower (Enceia
californica). The understory of this community is sparse, due to the dense canopy, and s
dominated by aucrypta (Evcrypta chrysanthemifolia).

3.1.2 Venturan Coastal Sage Scrub

This community occurs on undisturbed slopes north, northeast and west of the current
landfill disposal area. Venturan coastal sage scrub is dominated by California sagebrush
{Arfemisia californica), purple sage, black sage, and chaparral bush mallow (Malacothamnus
fasciculatus). Other common species include lemonade berry, giant wild-rye (Leymus
condensatus), silver bush lupine (Lupinus albifrons), marning glory (Calystegia cyclostegia), and
wallflower (Erysimum capftatum). This community is more dense on north-facing slopes of the
western expansion area, with a greater frequency of shrub species typically associated with
chaparral, including toyon and holly-leaf redberry. This communily exhibits high species
diversity, supporting at least 92 plant species on the project site,

3.1.2 Coyote Brush Scrub

This community is limited to the bottom of seasonal drainages, of the western expansion
area (see Figure 1). This community is composed of dense stands of coyote brush (Baccharis
pilularis), with scattered patches of giant wild-rye. Portions of this community are codominated
by mulafat (Bacchans salicifolia).
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3.1.4 Basket Rush

This community is represented by a (.10 acre patch of basket rush (Juncus texiis)
located at the mouth of a small canyon (see mapping unit R on Figura 1). Alkali heath
(Frankenia saling) occurs along the southemn margin of this area, and is included in this
mapping unit.

4.1.5 Annual Grassiand

This community eccurs on relatively level sites along the periphery of the existing landfill
disposal area. It is likely that these sites are a result of grazing activities, predating the landfill.
Annual grassland |s dominated by non-native species, including wildd oats (Avena fafua, A.
barbata), ripgut grass (Bromus diandrus), black mustard (Brassica nigra) and fleshy lupine
(Lupinus succuwlentus). However, native species are scattered within this community, including
fascicled tarplant (Hemizonia fasciculata), three-pod milkveich (Asfragalus frichopodus) and
narrow-leaf milkweed (Asclepias fascicularis). Portions of this community include scattered
shrubs characteristic of coastal sage scrub, primarily purple sage.

3.1.6 Disturbed

This designation is applied to areas that have been disturbed within the past few years,
but have not recoverad sufficiently to form a recognizable community. Disturbed areas are
dominated by annual grasses (mostly wild oats), yellow sweet-clover (Melilofus indica), tocalote
(Centaurea melitensis) and fleshy lupina.

3.1.7 Planted Areas

This designation is applied to areas that have been seeded to prevent erosion or have
been planted using container plants. These areas occur as manufactured slopes along the
perimeler access road, past disposal areas and landscaping around structures and along the
paved access road. Dominant plants include yellow sweet-clover, fleshy lupine, bur clover
(Medicago polymorphs), California poppy (Eschscholma califormica) and cape marigold
{Dimomphotheca sinuata). Container planting ts parl of an ongoing aesthetics mitigation
pragram and includes both native and non-native species.

In addition, an area adiacent to the northeast corner of the SVLRC (sea mapping unit
"M" on Figure 1) was planted in 1998 with mostly riparan species as mitigation for loss of 0.8
acres of wetlands associated with construction of the sadiment retantion basin (0.3 acres) and
future use of a soil stockpile area (0.5 acres).
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3.2 WETLANDS
3.2.1 Definition

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) has jurisdiction over waters of the United
States (U.5.). The limit of jurisdiction in non-tidal waters extends to the ordinary high water
mark and include ail adjacent watiands. VWaters of the U.S. are defined as:

“All waters which are currently used, or werg usad in the past, or may be
susceplible to use in interstate or foreign commerca, including all waters which
are subject to the ebb and flow of the tide; including all interstate watars including
interstate wetlands, all other waters such as intrastate lakes, rivers, streams,
mudflats, sandflats, wetlands, sloughs, praine potholes, wet meadows, playa
lakes, or natural ponds, the use, degradation or destruction of which could affect
interstate or foreign commarce.”

The Corps and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency define wetlands as:

"those areas thal are inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater at a
frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal
circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in
saturated soil conditions. Weilands generally include swamps, marshas, bogs,
and similar areas.”

Ventura County (Ventura County General Plan; Goals, Policies and Programs) defines
wetlands as:

"Lands which ara transitional between terrestrial and aquatic systems where the
waler lable is usually at or near the surface or the land is periodically coverad
with shallow water. The frequency of occurrence of water is sufficient to support
a pravalence of vegetative or aguatic life that requires saturated or seasonally
saluraled soil conditions for growth and reproduction.  Wellands Include
marshes, bogs, sloughs, vemal pools, wel meadows, river and stream
overflows, mudflats, ponds, springs and seaps.”

32.2 Methodology

The purpose of the wetland delineation was 1o identify wetlands maeting the Ventura
County and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) definition, and not necessarily to
determine the jurisdiction of the Corps under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. Therefore, as
part of future permitting activities, the Corps may require additional field work to fully determine
the extent of Corps jurisdiction. Data forms are provided in Appendix C.

Based on the County definition, areas supporting wetland (hydrophytic) vegetation and
dafined drainage channels were considered wetlands, Jurisdictional wetlands were determined
to be present if evidenca of all three Federal criteria wera obsarved (hydrophytic vegetation,
hydric soils, and wetlland hydrology). However, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and
California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) wetland definition requires that only cne of the
welland crileria be present to define a wetland.

Page 5
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As part of the preliminary wetiand delneation, four data points were established within the
weslem expansion area to identify County and Corps-defined wetlands (sea Figure 1). These data
points included all three drainage swales. Two dala points were established within the basket rush
area, and one data point was established at a representative location within each of the other two
dgrainage swalas,

Faderal Jurisdiction Determination. The limit of Corps jurisdiction in non-tida! waters
extends to the ordinary high water mark and includes all adjacent wetlands. The ardinary high
water (OHW) mark was established along poorly defined swales within the westarn expansion
area, using drift lines and bank shelving patterns. Drift lines (organic materials deposited along
the banks) are direct evidence of the highast water elevation of the most recent rain year. Bank
shelving patterns (eroded benches) indicate long-term pattems in high water elevation, Tha
width of waters of the U.S. (distance between OHW marks) was measured along each of the
three swales within the project site.

Hydrophytic Vegetation, The predominance of hydrophytic {water-loving) vegetation
was established by identifying dominant species within a 10-foot radius circle (sample plot) at
each of the transects and determining the hydrophytic class (Le., facuitative, facultative-wetiand
or cbligate wetland species) listed in Reed (1588).

Hydric Soils. Soil pits were excavated at each data point. Soils at three of the four
data points (two al the basket rush, and one within a swale supporting coyote brush scrub) are
mapped as Badlands by Edwards et al. {1870), which is a generalized term for sleep eroded
slopes. Drainages with this soil type are listed as supporting hydrc solls by the MNatural
Resources Consarvation Service (1892). Howevar, the excavation and axaminatlon of on-site
soils is @ more accurate methad to Identify hydric soils, such that soll data collected on-site s
used to determine hydric status, The fourth data point is mapped as San Benito clay loam by
Edwards et al. (1870), and is not considered a hydric soil series by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (1892,

Wetland Hydrology. Observations wera conducted at each transect and sample plot o
identify evidence of inundation or soil saturation, such as drift lines, sediment deposits, drainage
patterns and oxidized roots.

3.2.3 Results

Federal Jurisdictional Determination. The area of waters of the U.S. that may be
affected by project implementation would ba about 0.4 acres. However, a more detailed
delineation would be required to fully determine the area of Corps jurisdiction. These values
were calculated based on a single measurement of the distance between OHW marks at each
swale, and the estimated channel length impacted.

Hydrophytic Vegetation. Data point 1 supports basket rush, an obligate wetland
species. Data point 2 also supports alkali heath, a facultative wetland species. Therefore, data
points 1 and 2 meet the hydrophytic vegetation criterion of the wetland definition. Data points 3
and 4 are located within coyote brush scrub, in areas codominated by mulafat. Thesa two data
points do not meet the hydrophytic vegetation critericn of the Weiland Delineation Manual
{Envirenmental Laboratory, 1987).
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Hydric Soils. Soils found at Data points 1, 2 and 3 were considered hydric due to dark
colors (chroma of 2) with mottling. Soil at Data point 4 did not exhibit dark soil color or mottiing.

Hydrology. The three swales within the western expansion area are inundated for brief
periods following storm events, However, due to sandy substrate and small watershed, it is
unlikely the period of inundation is sufficient to meet the wetland hydrology criterion of the
Wetland Delineation Manual (Environmental Laboratory, 1987). However, due to the lack of
data, it is assumed these swales exhibit wetland hydrology.

Wetland Determination, Only Data points 1 and 2 meet all three critera of the Wetland
Delineation Manual (Environmental Laboratory, 1987), and are considerad Corps-defined
wellands. This area is also considerad County-defined wetlands. Data points 3 and 4 do not
support hydrophytic vegetation and are not considered Corps-defined or County-defined
wetlands. The area of wetlands affected by proposed landfill expansion is 0.10 acres.

3.2.4 Woetland Significance

Paolicy 1.5.2-4 of the Ventura County General Plan requires discretionary developmant to
be sited a minimum of 100 feet from significant wetland habitats. Wetland habitats within the
proposed expansion areas weare evaluated fo determine their significance, based on the
potential to perform the following functions:

* Groundwater recharge;

* Flood flow alteration;

¢  Sediment stabilization;

* Sedimentitoxicant retention;

« Ecosystemn production export; and

*  Wiidlife habitat (aquatic and tarrestrial).

The basket rush area (Data points 1 and 2, Figure 1) is inundated only for brief periods
and is not considered a significant wetland habitat for the following reasons:

« The watershed area Is less than 9 acres, preventing any meaningful groundwater
recharge or flood flow alteration;

« Saediment stabilization is not a valuable function of the wetland, due to its small
size, and very briefl perod and intensity of surface flow;

+« The wetland may retain some sediment and pollutants; however, this function is
not significant duae to the vary small watershed affectad;

+« The wetland is a dense monoculture of basket rush without surface water, and
very limited habitat diversity. It is isolated from other wetland habitats, does not
support breeding pools for amphibians and aquatic insects, or provide drinking
water for vertebrates. Therefore, its value for ecosystem export or wildlife habitat
i limited,

Page 7



el Badpeli iy Tehter

Imgant Aralysiy
ﬂlAL-ETiﬁ.'I'"IJE PLANT SPECIES

pe-—Bpacial-status plant species are either listed as endangered or threatened under the
48, or California Endangered Special Acts, or rare under the California Mative Plant
glicn Act, or considered to be rare (but not formally listed) by resource agencies,
omal organizations (California Native Plant Society), and the scientific community.

Tha Ventura County Zoning Ordinance (Section B107-25) defines all oak trees as

rotacted if their girth exceeds 8.5 inches (6.5 inches for multiple trunks). The County requires

. #n osk trea parmit for ramoval or encroachment of protected trees. For the purposes of this
projast, special-status plant species are dafined in Table 1.

The literature ssarch conducted for this impact analysis indicates that 12 special-status

ﬁlnnt species occur in the project region, Table 2 lists these spacies, current regulatory status,
and nearast known location.

; Special-status planl species obsarved on the project site during fleld surveys ware
imited to coast live oak. Catalina mariposa lily and Plummer's mariposa lily. Two coast live oak
trees occur on the banks of the sediment retantion basin (Figure 1), Tree no, 1 has three
trunks; 10, 8, 13 Inches in diameter, breast-high (dbh) and Is located on the southeastem bank,
Tree no. 2 has four trunks; 20, 12, 15 and 16 inches dbh and is located on the northwestern
bank. About 300 individuals of Catalina mariposa lily were observed on SVLRC property and
slope easaments, concentrated in several subpopulations along the southem and northern
proparty lines. Plummer's mariposa lily was observed In two patches; about B individuals near
the southern property line (in 1998) and about 19 individuals in the western expansion area (in
2001).

Mo other speclal-statlus plant species listed in Table 2 were observed on the project site
during fiald surveys. Each of these plant species would have been datectable at the time of the
surveys, but were not observed. A field visit to 2 known population of Lyon's pentachaeta was
conducted to verify the detectability of this species at the time of the survey. Based on lack of
obsarvation during field surveys, it is assumed that no other special-status plant species occur
on the project site.

3.4 SENSITIVE HABITATS

The California Matural Diversity Data Basa (NDDEB) has inventoried natural communities
and ranked them according to their rarty and potential for loss. However, the NDDB does not
prasently track Veniuran coastal sage scrub as a sensitive community. Coastal sage scrub
communities are becoming increasingly rare throughout their range and are considered
endangered by much of the scientific community (Wesiman, 1981; Westman, 1886; Atwood,
1890). Itis estimated that 70 to 90 percent of pre-settlement coastal sage scrub has been lost
{O'Leary, 1890). Davis et al. (1995) consider coastal sage scrub a natural community at risk
. because less than five percent of this community is protected in parks, reserves, and
I conservation easements, Therefore, Venturan coastal sage scrub will be considered a sensitive
community for the purposes of this impact analysis.
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Table 1. Definitions of Special-Status Plant Species

Speclai-Slatus Plant Specias

* Panis lisied or proposed for lissing as (hreataned or endanpered under the Federal Endangered Specias Act (50 CFR
17.12 for lisied plants and vanous noficas in the Faderal Registar fof propased spacias).

# Plants thal are candidaies for possinle fulure listing a8 threatened or andangerad under the Federal Endangansd Speces
Acd (Fanieral Regisder Val, 82, Mo, 182, pp. 48397-49411. Seplamber 19, 1697).

¥ Plants thal meet the definfions of rare or endanpened specas whdar e CEQA Guidelings (Section 15380,

¥ Planls considerad by the CHPS {0 ba “rare, Greabaned, o andangeced” in Calomia (Lists 18 and 2 in Skinrar and Pavilk,
],

¥ Plants lsted by CHPS &5 plaris abaid which we nead more Information and plans of lirdled distibubon (Lists 3 and 4 in
Skirner and Pavilk, 1564),

» Planls Bated or propased for fating by e State of Californa as thraatened o andangersd under the Califomia Endangered
Spacies Act (14 CCR 670,5),

¥ Plants lizkad under the Califorria Methve Fiant Protaction Act (Califomis Fish and Game Code 1900 et sag. ).
¥ Plants considersd sensitive by other Federal agencies (1., L5, Forest Service, Bureayu of Land Managament], stale and
facal agendias or junsdictions.

¥ Planls considered senalive or unigue By e scienific community or otoumng at ma imits of thelr natural ranga (Sraie
CEQA Guidelinas),

Table 2. Special-Status Plant Species of the Project Area

Comman Mame
(Sclandific Nams) Slatus Maarast Known Location
Coasd llve aak
i o) TRO On-sile: sediment relenticn basin
m‘. 4 mftﬂ SE, FE,Lst 18 | Reagan Library: 2.3 miies o he scuthwast (NDDB, 2001}
Braunians millc wabch 5
(At P o FE, List 1B Palg Comads Canyen: 8 miles io the soush (MDDE, 2001)
Many-stammed dudisya List 18 Chatsworth Resarvoir: 10 miles i the southeast (NDDB,
(Cudteya muticapls) 2001)
Canegs budvataat SR List 18 Hill Canyon: B miles io the southwesl (parsonal
{Eraganm orogatym) ! obsanation, 1847)
Canap dudiays g
(Dudleys abramad 525, ] FT, List 18 RAeapan Licrary: 2,3 mias b the southeast (NDDB, 2001}
Santa Monica Mountains dudleya -
{Dach R —"— FT, List 18 Triwrie Canyon: 11 miles ta the south (KODDB, 2001 )
Santa Susana terpdant E :
{Hemizonia minthormi S8R, Ls1 18 Himi Peak: 5 mbes to e scuth (NDDB, 2001)
CaMomla orcult grass SE FE. List 18 Mear Irersection of 3R 23 and Teara Rejads Road: 1.4
{Orumtle calfomica) et miles i the southvessl (MDDE, 2001)
Spdry nush .
i i 23p, & ¥ Lisd 4 Alamos Canyon: 08 miles o the nortbresst (Marah, 15981)
Catsling manposa iy
[Caloehar iatimaa) Lisid De=5ile
Plummes's marisosa liy .
(Calbchart - 3 Lis{ 18 Cet-aile
Blatab Codws.  FE Fedws Endmgernd [USFWS)
FT Fedaral Thraatensd (LISFWS)

L=t 18 Piants rare, thmalared, or andangamd in Calicenia and slsswhans (GMPS)
List & Planis of Imited detricistion (CHT5)

5E Etat Enclangesnd {COFGS)

ER Elsta Rans [COFGE)

PO Tress prelaction crdineron (Waniura County}
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A “I.J 'ﬂi‘ pp‘n}ac.-i site is located immediately adjacent to the existing kandfill,
Fa#% to the north (Big Mountain), west (Alamos Canyon) and east (Brea Canyun}
ed and provide a diversity of wildlife habitats including coastal sage scrub,

WhdiFal Brassiand, oak woodland and riparian forest.
parenlatior
Thi wildiife habitat value of expansion areas is considered moderate, due to the

Jkllu nature of much of the project site and indirect impacts of the existing landfill (noise,
tht[a‘g road kills and dust). Wildife observed during field surveys or expected to ocour on the
project site is presented in Table 3 by taxonomic class.

Table 3. Numbers of Wildlife Species
Observed or Expacted on the Project Site

Spacles Group Obaarvad Expactad
Amphbiang 0 spacies 4 species
Raptilas 2 spacias 14 specias
Birds 6B species 102 specles

| Mammals . % spacles 41 spaces

3.5.1 Wildlife of the Project Site

Observed vertebrate species indude those seen or detected by track, scat, burrows or
voice during field surveys conducted for this project. Vertebrate taxa expected for the area are
based on sight records from other environmeantal documents and range maps including Zeiner
et al. (1988, 1990a, 15%0b), and Gameit and Dunn (1581}, A listing of observed and expected
fauna for the project area are provided in Appendix B.

Accurate assessment of wildiife populations would require extended periods of site
research, trapping, and census taking. It is particularly difficult to detect nocturnal, rare or
reclusive species to obtain accurate estimates of population size and geographical distribution.
Other complications in the quantitative assessment of vertebrate (and invertebrate) populations
nclude:

= Many specles may occur in the area only for shorl perieds during migrations;

» Many species of amphibians and reptiles become inactive during one or more
seasons; and

« Seasonal or annual fluctuations in cimate or weather patterns may confound
observations.

Wildlife observations were conducted on the project site during the spring and aarly
summer, therefore, winter migrants would have not been recorded.

~ Page 10
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Mo amphibians were observed during field surveys. Aguatic habitats on the prolect site
are limited to a small pond (about one-third acre) and the small drainage along the eastemn
property boundary. The pond stores run-off from the sewage sludge dumping area and
surrounding areas for about 8 months par year. The drainage provides surface water about one
to eight weeks per year, Although water quality of the pond is expected to be poor due fo
percolation through sewage sludge, it is possible that common amphiblans such as Pacific
treefrog or bullfrog breed here. However, suitable habitat for special-status amphibians such as
California newt, California red-legged frog and arroyo toad does not occur on the project site.

Reptiles observed during field surveys were limited to western fence lizard and side-
blotched lizard, mostly observed on road cuts and other open areas within Venturan coastal
sage scrub.

A total of 68 birds were observed during wildlife and Californla gnatcalcher surveys. Bird
species confirmed as breeding in the immediate vicinity of the project site Include mallard, ash-
throated flycatcher, Cassin's kingbird, bushtit, Bewick’s wren, California quail, blue-gray
gnatcatcher, wrentit, Anna's hummingbird, staring, California thrasher, roadrunner, mourning
dove, common yellowthroat, black-headed grosbeak, blue grosbeak, lazuli bunting, rufous-sided
towhea, California towhee, rufous-crowned sparrow, lark sparrow, song sparrow, red-winged
blackbird, brewer's blackbird, brown-headed cowbird, northern oricle, house finch and lesser
geldfinch.

Bird species that may also breed in the vicinity of the project site include killdeer, raven,
Costa's hummingbird, California horned lark, black phosbe, rock wren, northem mockingbird,
and house sparrow,

Mammals observed during fleld surveys included coyote (scat and tracks), gray fox
(tracks), stripad skunk (tracks), bobcat (tracks), black-talled deer (tracks and scat), pocket
gopher (burrows), dusky-footed woodrat (nest), and brush rabbit (scat). Coyote and deer tracks
were abundant along northern and southemn ridgelines of the project site and the eastern

drainage.
3.5.2 Wildlife Corridors

Wildlife migration comidors are generally deflined as connections between habitat
patches that allow for physical and genelic exchange between otherwise isolated animal
populations. Migration corridors may be local such as between foraging and nesting or denning
areas, or they may be regional in nature. Migration corridors are not unidirectional access
routes; however, referance is usually made to source and receiver areas In discussions of
wildlife movement networks. “Habitat finkages® are migration corridors that contain contiguous
strips of native vegetation between source and receiver areas. Habital linkages provide cover
and forage sufficlent for temporary inhabitation by a variety of ground-dwelling animal species,
Wildlife migration corridors are essentlal to the reglonal ecology of an area as they provide
avenues of genetic exchange and allow animals to access alternative territories as fluctuating
dispersal pressures dictate.
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Tha Simi Hills form a lopographic bridge betwean the Santa Monica Mountains and the
Santa Susana Mountains, but are isolated by State Route (SR) 23 to the west, SR 118 to the
north, U.S. 101 1o the south and SR 405 to the east. Within the regienal wildlife network, these
lands function as a genetic and population reservoir that is important in maintaining species and
genatic diversity through migration between areas (Lieberstein, 1587).

Edeiman (1990) conducted studies of the actual and potential movement of ground-
dwalling animals at "choke points" between the coastal portions of the Santa Susana Mountains
and the Simi Hills along SR 118, and batweean the Simi Hills and the Santa Monica Mountains
along U.S. 101. Edelman (1990) mapped the entire regional wildlife corridor network that
includes actual and potential corridars for animal movemeant throughout the Santa Susana and
San Gabriel Mountains, the Simi Hills and the Santa Monica Mountains.

SR 118 is an elevated freaway with fravel speeds exceading 65 mph. It Is a farmidable
barrier to wildlife attampting to move between the Simi Hills and the Santa Susana Mountains.
The only viable habitat linkages between tha Simi Hills and the Santa Susana Mountains are
Alamos Canyon Road and an equestrian tunnel by Santa Susana Pass because they allow
wildlife movement under SR 118. Although numerous drainage culverts cross under SR 118,
many are small and obstructad by vegetation, making them unsuitable for larger mammals such
as foxes, badgers, coyotes, deer, bobcats and mountain lions.

The project area is part of a 150 square mile habitat block delimited by SR 23 to the
west, SR 126 to the north, Interstate 5 to the east and SR 118 to the south. Due to difficulty in
crossing SR 118, wildlife in the project area are likely to have originated in this habitat block or
arrived from Los Padres Mational Forest and other open space areas north of SR 126. Wildlife
corridors in the project area are expected to include Alamos Canyon, Happy Camp Canyon, and
Tapo Canyon. The fire roads along the southern and northern perimeter of the landfill and the
gastern drainage appear to be used as local movement comridors.  Black-tailed deer, coyote,
bobcat and gray fox tracks wera found in the eastemn drainage.

3.6 SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES

Special-status wildlife spacies are defined in Table 4, The potential for these species to
occur in the vicinity of the project site was determined by review of sight records from other
environmental documents and range maps including Zeiner et al. (19838, 1980a, 1980b), and
Garrett and Dunn (1981). Table 5 lists special-status species that have the potential to occur on
the project site for at least a portion of their life cycle, and provides a discussion of the potential
for each special-status species to occur on the project site. “High” potential is defined as a
probability of occurence exceeding 67 percent, "Moderate® potential is defined as a probability
af occurrance between 33 and 67 percent, and “Low" potential is defined as a probability of
occurrence less than 33 percent. “"Cccurrence” is defined as supporting a breeding population
or providing a substantial amount of foraging resources.
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Table 4. Definitions of Special-Status Wildlife Species

. Spacial-Status Wildiife Species

¥ Animals llgled or proposed for listing as threafened or endangerad undar the Federal Endanparad Specles Act
(50 CFR 17.11 for listed animats end varous nobicas in the Faderal Register for proposed spacies).

¥ Animals that are candidates for possible future lksting es threstened or endangersd under the Federal
Endangered Spacies Act (Federal Register Vol 62, Na. 182, pp. 45357-48411, September 18, 1987).
¥ Animals that meat the definilions of rare o endangered specles undar the CECQA Guidelines (Secten 15380}

| ¥ Animals listed or proposad for listing by the State of California as threatened and endangered under the
Califomia Endangerad Species Act (14 CCOR 670.5).

¥ Animal species of special concem o the COFG (Remsen, 1878 for birds; Willams, 1946 for mammals).

¥ Animal spacies &at are fully profacted in Califernia (Califomia Fish and Game Code, Section 3517 [binds), 4700
[mammals], and 5050 [repliles and amphiblans]).

Aguatic habitats on the project site do not support riparian habitat or provide pemmanent
surface water. Therefore, armoyo chub, southwestern pond turtle and two-striped gartar snake
ara not expected to occur an the project site.

Coast horned lizard may occur in the openings of Venturan coastal sage scrub and
northem mixed chaparmal on the project site. However, prey (native ants) nests wera not
obsarved during field surveys, Therafora, if present, population density of coast horned lizard is
likely to be low, Coastal western whiptail Is relatively common in the region, and may eccur on
the project sita within Venturan coastal sage scrub and northern mixed chaparral.

San Bernardino ringneck snake is found in most habitats, but typically whera soil
moisture is avallable (Delisle et al., 1986). Coast patch-nosed snake prefers rocky canyons
and edges of chaparral. Both of these spacies may occur within Venturan coastal sage scrub
and northarn mixed chaparral on the project site,

The project site doas not support riparian habitat; therefora, least Bell's vireo, Cooper’s
hawk, yellow warbler and yellow-breasted chat are not expected to occur here. Coastal cactus
wren may occur within patches of prickly pear cactus in Alamos Canyon located west of the

project site. However, no nests were observed and habitat for this species does not occur on
the project site.

The only records of coastal California gnatcatcher in Simi Valley are egg sets collected
in 1202 and 1204 (Atwood, 1990). However, this species was found braeding in the Moorpark
araa in 1996, about 4 milas northwest of the project site. This species was recorded in October
1967 and April 1998 near the intersection of SR 23 and Tierra Rejada Road, about 2.2 miles
northwast of the project site, but breeding has not been confirmed. It appears that this species
may be mxpanding i1s range to re-occupy former breeding areas. Suitable habitat (Venturan
coastal sage scrub) on the project site may be oo high in elevation (1.000 to 1,100 feet)

because 94 percent of the known populations of Califomia gnatcatcher occurs balow 800 feat
elevation (Atwood, 1990),
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__Tahle 5. Special-Status Wildlife Species of the Project Area
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Table 5. Continued
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Six California gnatcatcher surveys was conducted between April 21 and May 28, 1998
by Mr. Jim Greaves, a recognized omithologist with a Section 10 survey permit issued by the
LIS, Fish and Wildiifa Sandce (USFWS). The surveys addressed all but the westamn axpansion
area, and included playing a lape recording of California gnalcatcher vocalizations to elicit a
response from resident gnatcatchers. WNo California gnatcatchers responded to the tape
recording; therafore, it s assumed this species is absent from the project site. The California
gnatcatcher surveys were repeated by Mr. Greaves from April 19 to June 13, 2000, and also
included the wastarn axpansion area. However, based on approval from Mr. Rick Farris of
USFWS, only four surveys were conducted. Again, no California gnatcatchers responded to the
tape recording; therefore, it is assumed this spedies is absent from the project site.

Loggerhead shrike frequents open habitats with sparse shrubs and is known for impaling
insect prey on thoms and barbad wire fences (Zeiner et al.,, 1990a). Loss of grasslands and
natural perches have resulted in the concentration of loggerhead shrike along fence lines.
Sketean of 27 pairs of loggerhead shrike banded in a field study nested within 30 feet of a fence
ling (Yosef, 1984). Fence lines ocour along most of the southem and westarn boundaries of the
project site and this species may bread in grassland north of the project site,

California horned lark and burrowing owl are found in grasslands and other open areas
with low, sparse vegetation (Zeiner at al., 1990a). Suitable grassland habitat occurs north of the
project site; however, intensiva caltie grazing in this area may prevant nesting. Dus to the [ack
of suitable habitat on the project site, California homed lark and burrowing owl are not expected
to breed here.

Golden eagle, white-talled kite, northern harrier, peregrine falcon, prairie falcon and
sharp-shinned hawk may forage in the project area, but nesting habitat does not occur on the
project site.

Southern California rufous-crowned spamow prefers relatively steep slopes vegetated
with sparse brush intermixed with grassy areas. Two broods of recently fledged young were
observed during the 1998 California gnatcatcher surveys, indicating that this species breeds on
the project site.

Bel's sage sparrow prefers toc nest in low, dense chamise-dominated chaparral
Suitable habitat on the project site is limited to a tiny palch (about 0.1 acres) on a small knoil
overlooking SR 118. Therefore, it is not expected 0 breed here.

Pallid bat is most common in open, dry habitats with rocky areas for roosting. This
species roosts in caves, rock crevices, mines, hollow trees and buildings. The project area may
provide rock crevices and potentially several dozen hollow trees for roosting. Pale big-eared bat
roosts in caves, mines, tunnels, and buildings (Zeiner et al., 1980b), which do not occur on the
project site. Western mastiff bat generally occurs in semi-arid to arid habitats with cliffs, high
buildings, trees or tunnels for roosting. Suitable breeding and foraging habital (rock crevices
and hollow trees) for this species does not occur on the project site. The distribution of bat
specias is poorly known and the status of these three species on the project site is unknown.
Howaver, It Is possible that all three species forage over the project site and pallid bat and
western mastiff bat may breed in the project region. Regardless, breeding habitat for these bats
does not occur an the projact site.
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San Diego black-tailed jackrabbit prefers open shrub and free habitats and is relatively
easy lo detect. This species was not observed on the project site and suitable breeding habitat

is limited to small palches. Therefore, San Diego black-tailed jackrabbit probably does not
frequent the projact site.

American badger prefer herbaceous, shrub and open stages of most habilats that have
dry, friable solls (Zeiner et al,, 1990b). Suitable badger hablitat occurs within Venturan coastal
sage scrub and annual grassland on the project site. However, avidence (tracks, scat, burraws)

of this species has not been observed on the project site. Therafore, it is assumed 1o be
absant,

San Diego desert woodrat prefers rock outcrops and rocky cliffs in mixed and chamise
chaparral and coastal sage scrub, Evidence of this species (scat, tracks, nest) was not
observed on the project site. However, suilable habitat is prasent on the project site and San
Diego desert woodrat could oceur here in low density.

e ——
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4.0 IMPACT ANALYSIS

When development occurs in natural areas, the blolagical resources of the site and the
surrounding area are affected. These effects may take the form of direct impacts which include
habitat loss and fragmeniation, introduction of barriers to movement, and the conversion of
native plant communities fo structures and decorative landscaping or ruderal areas. Develop-
ment may also rasult in indirect impacts that affect the quality of habitats on and surrounding the
project site, These impacts may include:

» |nvasion of weedy or l[andscape plants Into natural areas;

» |ntreduction of feral predators or other exctic animals,

« Light intrusion into natural areas;

# Noisae disturbances;

« Deaclines in air quality;

* Changes in the quaiity and quantity of water resources,;

* Erosion and gsedimentation; and

= |ntentional or accidental depredations of biclogical resources by human beings.

Impacts are assessed by establishing existing conditions and determining the direct and
indirect effects of the proposed project on biological resources. Impact assessment is based on
the remaval or modification of populations and habitat that could be reasonably attributed to the

proposed project. Direct project impacts are based on the limits of grading as shown on Figure
1.

41 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of identified impacts s based on the State CEQA Guidelines and the
Ventura County Initial Study Assessment Guidelines (Mentura County, 2000). Applicable
thrasholds of significance include:

» Conflict with adopted environmeantal plans and goats of the community;

» Directly or indirectly reduce the pﬂpﬁlaﬁnn, habitat area or restrict reproductive
capacity of endangered, threatened or rare species (as defined in Section 15380
of the State CEQA Guidelines);

« Directly reduce the area or result in substantial indirect impacts to a significant
weltland habitat (as defined in General Plan Policy 1.5.2);

* Interfere substantially with the movement of any resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species; and

« Substantially diminish habitat for fish, wildlife or plants.

———— e — —r
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4.2 VEGETATION

Clearing and grading required to expand the refuse footprint, perimeter roads,
associated facilities and adjacent siopes would result in the loss of wildlife habitat and plant
communities from the project site. These losses are summarizad in Table G. Mote that Table 6
does not include planted or disturbed areas becausa these would be replaced as the SVLRC
perimater is expanded.

Table 6. Summary of Vegetation Loss

Plant Commumnity Acres Removad
‘Wenturen coastal sage scrub 1687
Morthem mized chapamal 11.8
Coyote brush scrub 0.5
Annual grassland 8.5

Taotad 40.3

4.3 WETLANDS

The proposed project would result in the loss of 0,10 acres of County-dafined and
Corps-defined wetlands.

44 SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES

impacts to special-status plant species are limited to loss of Catalina mariposa lily and
coast live oak. About 100 Catalina mariposa lilies and two coast live cak frees would be
removed as part of this project. Catalina mariposa lily is relatively common in Ventura County,
not identified as declining in any part of its range, and would not meet the CEQA definition of
rare or endangered. Therefore, impacts to this species are considered less than significant.
Based on the Ventura County Zoning Code, loss of coast live oak frees iz considered &
significant impact.

Plummer's mariposa fily was found within the proposed limits of grading {Figure 1), and
would ba removed as part of landfill expansion. In addition, the small subpopulation of this
species along the southermn property boundary may be inadverently impacted by grading
activities. The NDDB lists 58 occurrences of Plurmmer's mariposa lily, with 7 in Ventura County,
and one in Simi Valley (Santa Susana Pass). The Santa Susana Pass occurrence dates back
to 1928, and may not currently exist, such that the population of Plummer's mariposa lily on the
project site may be the only one in Siml Valley. Therefore, the loss of this population is
i considered a significant impact.
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45 SENSITIVE HABITATS

The project-related loss of a 168.7 acres of sensitive habitat (Venturan coastal sage
scrub) Is considerad a significant impact.

46 WILDLIFE

Local wildlife populations would be adversely affected by the loss of food, cover and
nasting'denning habitat, Wildkfe would be displaced into adjacent habitat and may exparenca
greater competition for food and nest sites. These impacts to common species are considerad
adverse, but less than significant due to the mobility of most species and availability of similar
habitat in surrounding areas. Howaver, rare spacies may be more severely affected and ara
addressed on a species-by-species basis under "Special-Status Wildlife Species”.

Grading and waste disposal activities would cause indirect impacts to plant communities
and wildlife habital not directty affected (removed). These impacis include noisa, lighting, dust
and poor alr quality {equipment exhaust). Moise levels above 75 dBA are known to produce
adverse physiclogical affects in wildlife (Fletcher, 1971). Noise from grading and waste disposal
equipment may exceed 75 dBA within undisturbed habitat, adversely affecting wildiife foraging
or breeding in this area. However, the area of habitat affectad by noise is not axpected to
substantially increase. Therefore, noise impacts are considered less than significant.

Dust may reduce growth and reproduction of vegetation and kill prey of small vertebrates
{@.9., insects). However, the project would comply with existing dust control requirements of
Conditional Use Permit 3142, In addition, the area of habitat affected by dust is not expected lo
substantially increase. Overall, dust impacts are considered less than significant.

Lighting associated with nighttime activities may limit foraging and breeding activity of
nocturnal mammals and increase predation rates by exposing prey. However, Conditional Use
Permit 3142 limits hours of operation to 6 a.m. to B p.m. such that lghting impacts are
conskdered less than significant.

Elevated ambient concentrations of padiculates, hydrocarbons, carbon monoxide and
nitragen oxides generated by construction equipment may adversely affect wildlife populations.
Howaver, noise from construction equipment is likely to cause wildlife to avold the area, also
reducing exposure to air poliutants. Alr quality Impacts to wildiife are expected to be less than
significant. '

The drainage along the eastem property line is considerad a wildlife movement corridor;
nowever, curant expansion plans are focused on the western expansion area (UNOCAL
parcel), such that this drainage would not be impacted. Landfill expansion would result in filling
the swales in the western expansion area. However, these swales generally terminate at the
existing landfill, such that they are not critical wildlife movement corridors.  Owerall, impacts to
wildlife movement are considerad less than significant.

Page 20



ared Racyoling Candar
Iwmeet Analiysla

47 " BPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES

iml:nﬂfptsnllal impacts to each special-status wildlife specles listed in Table 5 as either
resant (sighted during field surveys), or having a "moderate” or "high” potential o occur on the
|; biect site are discussed in the following section.

The project-related loss of Venturan coastal sage scrub would be considered loss of
suitable habitat for coast homed lizard. Baharav (1873) found that the mean capture distance
for a related species (Phnmosoma solare) was 30 meters for males and 15 meters for females.
These data appear to represent high density in optimal habitat, Based on an average home
range diameter of 22.5 meters, the home range of coast hormned lizard is 0.1 acres and loss of
18.7 acres of habitat may result in the loss of a maximum of 187 individuals due to mortality
during land clearing or competition for resources in remaining habitat. However, this estimate
assumes that all suitable habitat on the project site is saturated and this species would have
been easlly observed during field surveys. Since coast homed lizard was not observed, it is
expected that this species (if present) occurs at much less than maximum density, Ovwerall,
project-related direct loss (crushing by heavy equipment) and loss of habitat has the potential to
jeopardize the continued existence of this specias in the immadiate project area. Tharafore,
project impacts to coast horned lizard are considered significant.

Coastal western whiptall is likely to occur on the project site and loss of Venturan coastal
sage scrub, northern mixed chaparral and coyote brush scrub represents a loss of habitat for
this special-status species. In addition, this species becomes inactive In winter and could be
crushed during clearing and excavation associated with the project. Jorgensen and Tanner
(1963) reported a home range size of 0.18 acres for males. Therefore, a maximum of 171
coastal western whiptails would be crushed or displaced as a result of the project. However,
this estimate assumes that all suitable habitat on the project site is saturated and this species
would have been easily observed during field surveys. Since coastal western whiptail was not
observed, it is expected that this species (if present) occurs at much less than maximum
density, Overall, project-related direct loss (crushing by heavy eqguipment) and loss of habitat
has the potential to jeopardize the continued existence of this species in the immediate project
area. Therefore, project impacts to coastal western whiptail are considered significant.

The distribution of San Bernardino ringneck snake in the project area is unknown.
Project implementation would result in the loss of about 12.1 acres of suitable habitat (chaparral
and coyote brush scrub) for this species. However, habltat lost to grading would be considered
low quality due to adjacent landfill activities and rarity of moist sofls and prey habitat. Therefore,
impacts to San Bernardino ringneck snake are considered |ess than significant.

The distribution of coast palch-nosed snake in the project area is unknown, However,
this species is considered a habitat generalist and is expected to be widely distributed. Project
implementation would result in the loss of about 12,1 acres of suitable habitat (chaparral and
coyote brush scrub) for this species. Since many square miles of sultable habitat is present in
the region, this loss is considered a less than significant impact.
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Coastal cactus wren occurs in the project area and suitable breeding habitat occurs in
the area. However, no breeding habitat occurs on the project site and impacts would be limited
o loss of foraging habitat. This species forages widely in both cactus scrub and coastal sage
scrub, which is common in the region, Therefore, the loss of about 18.7 acres of foraging
habitat is nol expected to substantially reduce the reproductive success of locally nesting
individuals. Therefore, impacts to coastal cactus wren are considered lass than significant.

Cooper's hawk is commonly observed in the project area, and probably nests in Alamos
Canyon. The project site may be within the home range of this species, and loss of 40 acres of
vegetation represents a loss of foraging habitat. However, this impact is considered less than
significant because habitat lost is of low quality compared o surrounding undeveloped areas,
and the amount lost would represent less than 8 percent of a home range of a single pair of
Cooper's hawk.

Loggerhead shrike was not observed during numerous bird surveys of the project site.
However, this species may breed In grasslands north of the project site, The project-related
loss of foraging habitat would be 9.5 acres of grassland on easements north and west of the
proposed expanded refuse footprint, Impacts to loggerhead shrike are considered |less than
significant, based on the low probability that this species breads in the immediale area,

Californka homed lark was observed foraging In disturbed portions of the SVLRC and
may breed in the area. The projectrelated loss of foraging habitat would be 9.5 acres of
grassland on easements north and west of the proposed expanded refuse footprint.  Impacts to
California horned lark are considered less than significant, based on the low quality of this
habitat associated with intensive cattle grazing and occasional equasirian use. In addition, the
area of disturbed grassy slopes would expand as the landfill expands, enlarging potential habitat
area for this specias.

Southermn California rufous-crownad spamow was observed breading on the project site.
The project-related loss of Venturan cocastal sage scrub would be considered loss of suitable
habitat for this species. Bent (1968) reports that average temitory size of rufous-crowned
sparmmow in coastal sage scrub in southem California is 2.0 acres. Thesea data appear fo
represent high density in optimal habitat. Based on these data, habitat loss may result in the
loss of up to 9 individuals due to mortality during tand clearing or competition for resources in
remaining habitat. Although this species has also been observed by the auther in Moorpark and
Thousand Oaks, suggesting it is common in southeastern Ventura County, impacts are
considered significant due to continuing decline of coastal sage scrub habitat in California.

Project-related loss of Venturan coastal sage scrub would represent loss of habitat for
San Diago desert woodrat. In coastal sage scrub habitat, density of this species varies from 1.4
to 12 par acre (MacMillen, 1964, Bleich and Schwartz, 1975). Based on these data, habitat loss
may result in the loss of 13 to 224 individuals due to mortality during land clearing or
competition for resources in remaining habitat. However, nests of San Diego desert woodrat
were not observad on the project site, such that it is expactad to be absent or at low dansity.
Therefore, actual losses of this species would be much less than 224 individuals. Impacts to
San Diego desert woodrat are considered significant due to confinuing decline of coastal sage
scrub habitat in California.
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Optice: ¥ ¢ 5.0 MITIGATION MEASURES
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5.4 WETLANDS

Apmatland of at least 0.15 acres should be created at the confluence of two swales,
located -appeoximately 400 feet downstream (west) of Data point 3 (see Figure 1). The area
ahoyid ba sxcavated to a depth of about 2 feat, and planted with baskat rush rhizomes collectad
from the exsting basket rush wetland., The created wetland should be planted in the fall, and
Irrigatad as needed during the first dry season, to reduce mortality,. However, the Simi Valley
Landfl and Recyding Center does not own this property, and it may not be available for
mitigation. Therefore, an alternative site may need o be identified, and a wetland mitigation
plan preparad.

52 SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES

The loss of coast live oak trees should be mitigated according to the tree replacement
guidelines of the Ventura County Zoning Ordinance. The Ordinance requires planting cak trees
with an equal or greater cross-sactional area as those removed, The two coast live cak trees to
be removed have an aggregate cross-sectional area of 1067 square inches. Therefore, 38 six-
inch doh sapling coast live oaks (28.3 square inches each) should be planted. However, a
smaller number of larger trees or larger number of smaller trees may be planted to meet the
requirements of the Ordinance. Replacement trees should be planted within the existing
mitigation araa, as shown on Figura 1.

The narthermn subpopulation of Plummer's mariposa lly should be re-located to the same
site as the southermn subpopulation. Relocation should include flagging of flowering plants in
June or July, and transplantation of the bulbs in fall. Transplantation should be conducted with
a small trowel to avold impacts to adjacent native vegetation. The southern population of
Plummer's mariposa lily should be fenced to prevent inadvertent loss due to grading-related
activities. Relocation of this species has not been proven as a mitigation measure, and some
mortality during fransplantation of bulbs may occur. However, if conducted by experienced
individuals, sufficient bulbs would likely survive, and the population of Plummers” maripasa lily in
the vicinity of the Landfill is expected to persist in the long-term.

3.3 SENSITIVE HABITATS

The loss of Venturan coastal sage scrub should be mitigated through off-site
preservation or restoration of this community. SVLRC has acquired 61.9 acres of easaments
surounding the existing landfill. However, these easements are used as slope easements
(manufactured slopes linking disposal areas to natural lopography) (45.4 acres), mitigation site
for past expansion (4.1 acres) or soil borrow area (12.4 acres). Therafore, acquisition of
additional lands will be required for mitigation.
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Option A or Option B should be fully implemented to offset the long-term loss of
Venturan coastal sage scrub.  Altermatively, some combination of Options A and B may be
implamentad.

Optlon A. 3YLRC should provide a conservation easement on at least 18.7 acres of
lands that support Venturan coastal sage scrub. Grazing should be prohibited within the
mitigation area. Criteria for selection of such lands include:

1. Must be contiguous with Venturan coastal sage scrub;

2. Must be located at least 250 feet from active or future disposal areas, or the flare;
and

3. Access should be restricted by barbed wire fancing and lockad gates.

Option B. SVLRC should restore at least 28.1 acres (1.5:1 mitigation:impact ratio) of
areas supporting scattered shrubs associated with coastal sage scrub. Grazing should be
profibited within the mitigation area. A restoration plan shall ba prepared and Idertify
restoration sites and restoration methods.

5.4 SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES

Preservalion or restoration of Venturan coastal sage (see above) would also mitigate
impacts to coas! horned lizard, coastal western whiptail, southem California rufous-crowned
sparrow and San Diego desert woodral. However, a net loss of sultable habitat, individuals and
genafic variation of these species would occur.
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