COUNTY OF VENTURA
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES INITIAL STUDY

Date: Tune 1, 196
F!-eque.r.tnr: oottt Ellison
Project: Tentative PM-31435 and Zone Change Z£-2923

Field Study: ] Yes [_] Mo
lustfication: Propect site located in an area known to contain sensitive plant and animal species.
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B. DISCUSSION

I'he project site lies on a hillside in the Tierra Rejada Valley that is vegetated with primarily
non-native annual grassland. Most of the southern pornon of the site has recently been cleared
of vegetation preparatory to housing construchien. The steeper northern side of the site 1
domunated by wild cats (Avena sp.) with occasional scattered shrubs, including goldenbush
(Hazardia squarossa), purple sage (Salvia leucophylla), California sagebrush { Artemisia
californica), and California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum). The area has been used in
the past for grazing and exotic plants are commeon at the site, including black and summer
mustard, ripgut and red brome, hare barley. hood canary grass, cocklebur, yellow star thistle
{tocalote), storksbill, prickly lettuce, bull thistle, and horehound. In less disturbed areas near
rock gutcroppings, native wildflowers are present, including blue dicks, fiddleneck. phacelia,
goldfields, fascicled larweed, plantain, blow-wives, lupine, and dwarf bladder clover. Scattered
native grasses, including purple needlegrass {Nassella pulchra), were also noted. Spikemoss
and lichens are common on the rocky outcroppings. No significant wetland vegetation was
observed at the site.

The project site contains cutcroppings of Conejo volcanics on the northern portion that provide

suitable habitat for several federally threatened and endangered species, in particular, the
endangered Lyon's pentachaeta (Pentachaeta lyvonii) and threatened Conejo live-forever
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{Dudleya abramsii spp. parva). The pentachaeta was not found at the site, but Ceneje dudleva
is present at the locations shown on the attached figure. Since these areas are exposed to
additional land clearance such as has alreadv occurred on the south part of the site, the project
as proposed could have a significant project and cumulabive effect on this threatened plant. In
addibion, Catalina mariposa-lilv {Calochortus catalinae), a List 4 plant as indicated in the CDHFG
Special Plant List, is also present adjacent to these outcrops and scattered through the grassland

The grassland habitat provides suitable habitat for several common animal species. Mammals
observed directly or by sign {track. scat, burrow, etc.} were cottontail. California meadow
mouse, pocket gopher, mule deer, and covote. Birds seen were mockingbird, grasshopper
spareow, lesser goldfinch, Anna's hummingbird, turkey vulture, red-tailed hawk, cliff and bam
swallows, raven, meadowlark, hormed lark, California towhee, and California quatl. Western
fence lizard and gopher snake were seen. and western rattlesnake 15 expected to be common
though it was not observed. The Californua horned lark had previpusly been listed as a
sefisitive species (CDFG, 1994, Special Animals), but is no longer considered so due to
improving population levels. Sensitive species potentially at the site but not observed include
loggerhead shrike and vanous bat species. Only the loggerhead would potentially breed at the
site. The proposed project i itself may eliminate a few breeding sites for this species, but
would not result in a substantial population less. On a cumulative basis, the project represents
an incremental loss of the habitat that supports these species, but on a regional basis, the
amount of acreage loss s Jess than sigmaficant.
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D. MITIGATION MEASURES
Recommended [_] Required for Negative Declaration [<]

The following mitigation measures are required to reduce the potential for significant impacts
to the threatened Conejo dudleya.

1. The land containing the known threatened plant populations shall be conveved
through title or by fee easment to a conservation agency, such as the Conejo Open Space
Conservation Agency.

2. If the land is not conveyed to a conservation agency, it shall be fenced and deed
restricted from future development. Limited grazing is allowable, at no more than one horse or

cow per 5 acres. Sheep or goats should not be permitted to graze within the fenced
conservation area.

E. DETERMINATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FROM A BIOLOGICAL
PERSPECTIVE

EIR Required [_] Negative Declaration [

Reviewer: \»——v L/-/ L @\.—-—- Date: é‘/i/f 1

Rincon Consultants, Inc.

Phone: 641-1000
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