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Debbie Morrisset
Ventura CoWlty PJanning Division
800 South Victoria Avenue, L#1740
Ventura, CA 93009

Subject: M. Herschal Hasler, Jr. Project Biological Survey Results & Mitigation Recommendations

Dear Ms. Morrisset:

This letter provides a sumnary of the results of the biological resources ~, comucted by David
Magney Enviro~ Consulting (DMEC), at the property ofM. Hershal Hasler, Jr. (Hasler property).
DMEC conducted a pre-construction bio~gical survey of ~ Hasler property to identify and assess all
botanical and filw1al resources onsite, including specjal-status pJant and wildlife species. DMEC bio~gists,
Cher Batcoolor and Rita DePuydt, comucted biological surveys of the project site on 14 July 2003. 1k
jmpact areas of the Hasler property, proposed for grading and earthwork activities, were waJked over

thoroughly to ~WIt for all o~~ plant and wi1d]ife species. G~OOl Positioning System (GPS) units
were carried to track footpaths and to mark waypoints ofsignj ficant findmgs.

The project site is located on Wells Road off Yellow Hill Road, which is off YerOO Buena Road, in the
Santa Monica Mountains of Ventura County. More specifically, the Hasler property is located at NEY4,
SWI/., NElf4, Section 14, TIS, R20W, Triunfo Pass, California Quadrangle (USGS 7.5-minute Series
Topographic Map). The project site occurs on a steep, south-fucing slope in a highJand area of the Santa
Monica Mountains at approximately 1,150 feet in elevation. The vegetation type present olEte is Mixed
Chaparral (Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest is present across the drive opposite the project site).

Below is a sumrmry ofDMEC's ~nt of the biological resources of the ~ property. Am
included be~w are reco~ions for appropriate mitigation ~ to compensate for impacts to
special-status pJant and wi1d]ife species and sensitive habitat types.

BOTANICAL RESO UK CFS

The 1x>tanica1 resources of Hasler property include ~ vascular plant taxa that occupy the landscapes of ~
area, referred to as the flora. The flora of any given area is dependent on the physical factors of ~ area,
includjng geology, soils, elevation, prevailing winds, climate and weather, arxi cuhural practices.

The flora consists of 1x>th connmn aIKl rare species. SOIre plants have been formally ]ic;ted by ~
Califomm aIKl federal govermrents aid provided full legal protection. ~ have sBnply been listed aIKl
tracked by various organjzations aIKl scientists, but have not ~n given legal protection under either the
federal Endangered S~ies Act (ESA) or the Califomm Endangered Species Act (CESA), or its precmsor,
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the California Native pJant Protection Act (NPP A). For the sake of djgcussion. all rare plants are referred to

as special-status species, ~ fisted or oot.

The general vegetation types, flora, and 8J}ecial-status species known or likely to occur at ~ Hasler
property are described briefly bek>w.

Vegetation 1:Ypes

The Mixed Chapan'al onsite is predominated by taU. evergreen. fire-adapted shrubs ~1uding CeanothUS'
megacarpus var. megacarpus (Bigpod Ceanothus), Malosma laurina (LaureI1eaf Swnac ), and
Malacothamnus fa.vciculatus var. laxiflorus (Lax-flowered Bush Mallow), while associate chaparmI shrub

species ~lude Adenostoma fascicuJata (Chamise), CeanothUS' spinosus (GreenOOrk Ceanothus),
Heteromeles arbutifolia (Toy on), Rhamnus ilicifolia (HollyleafRedbeny), and Rhus ovata (Sugar Bush).
Important lower-growing, drought-deciduous shrubs, typical of Coastal Sage Scrub plant COImnWlities,
include Artemisia californica (CaJifornw Sagebrush), Encelia californica (Californw Encelia), Eriogonum
cinereum (Gray Coast Buc~), E. fasciculatum var. foliolosum (Leafy Californw Buckwheat),
MimuIus longiflorus ssp. longiflorus (Sticky Bush Monkeyflower), and Salvia mellifera (Black Sage). The
ground layer consists of predominantly Artemisia douglasiana (Mugwort), Eriophyllum confertiflorum var.
conferti.florum (Golden Yarrow), Gnaphalium spp. (everJastmgs), Nassella lepida (Foothill Need~),
and Phacelia cicutaria (Caterpillar Phacelia). Several species of nonnative annual grasses and annual and

perennial mbs were also observed onsite.

Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest is domjnated by Quercus agrifolia ssp. agrifolia (Coast Live

Oak), and ~ludes wtderstory species such as Baccharis salicifolia (Mulefut), Rosa californica (California
Wikl Rose), and Toxicodendron diversilobum (poison Oak). The Californw De~lt ofFish & ~
California Natwoal Diversity Data Base (CNDDB)1 mts this habitat with a GlomI- and State-Rank of 4 (G4,
S4). Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest does not occur within the innnedjate construction zone
(jrnpact area), as it exists across the access road &om the project site; oowever, this habitat type is sensitive

and shoukl be avoided at an tms.

Flora

The Hasler property flora consists of at least 65 vascular plant taxa. Forty-clght (48) of those 65 are native
plant species. Species ric~ and diversity are high onsite and the project site represents a high quality
portion of ~ Santa Monica Mowrtains chaparral habitat. All vascular plants observed at the Hasler
property are listed in Table 1, Vascular pJants Observed at the Hasler Property.

I Calibnia Natural Diversity IMtaIXIse. 2002. RareFmd2 GIS IMtaOOse ofKoown ~ of Special NaI.aI Oxnmunities and Plants

of Califimia. 4 ()aiXJer 2002. Calif(xnia I)ep..-bnent ofFish arxI Game, S8a'8mento, Califimia.
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Table 1. Vascular Plant Species Observed at the Hasler Property
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Voucher spec~ were collected for so~ of the observed plant species, according to CNPS and
CaJifornja Depar~ ofFm aI¥l Ganr;5 protocoJs. Voucher specimens, coUected to support ~ findings

oftrus repo~ are available for exarnmtion aI¥l verification at ~ HerOOriwn of the University ofCaJifornja,

Santa Barmra (UCSB).

SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES

Based on a search of~ CDFG CNDDB RareFiJ1d26 and ~ California Native Plant Society's Inventory of
Rare and Endangered VascuIar Plants of Califomia7, several specw-status plant species are expected and

known to occur m the vicinity of the Hasler property area. No State or Federally ]jsted plant species were
observed onsite; however, o~ :plant of a CNPS List 4 (R-E-D Code 1-1-3) species was observed onsite,
Cercocarpus hemlowes val. blancheae (Island Mountain Mahogany). Island Mountain Mahogany is an
evergreen shrub that b~ February tln-ough May, and it is in the Rosaceae (or rose) fumily. This species
is only known from Santa Catal~ Santa Cruz, and Santa Rosa IsJands and Los Angeles and Ventura
Counties. Few occurrences are known on ~ mainland. This species is foum m ck>sed-cone coniferous
forest and chaparral plant connnunities at elevations between 30 aI:Ki 600 meters. This variety is separated

from the nX>re common variety m that IsJand Mountain Mahogany has six to twelve Jateralleaf veins8.

In addition to IslarKi Mountain Mahogany, a numrer of Species of Local Co~9, or plant species with
less than ten (10) populatiom known or recorded within Ventura County, were observed onsite. The

Ventln-a County Species of Local Co~ found during ~ pre-construction biological surveys include

approximately:

. 30 plants of Cordylantlms rigidus ssp. setigerus (Dark-tipped Rigid Bkd's Beak);

. 50 plants of (Malacothamnus- fascicu/atus var. laxiflorus (Lax-flowered Bush Mallow);

. 50 plants of Nassella iepida (Foothill Need1e~);

. 20 plants of Malacothrix saxatilis var. commutata (Cliff-~er);

. 15 pJants of Phacelia cicutaria var. hubbyi (Hubby Caterpillar Phacelia); and

. 10 pJants of Chamaesyce albomarginata (Rattlesnake Spurge).

Fjg\n'e 1, Special-status Pbmt Species Locations, indicates where each special-status pJant species was
o~ed onsite.

S Calif<mia Dq>arbnmt of Fish and Game. 1991. Annual Repcrt 00 dle Status of CalifOO1ia State Listed Threatened and

Endangerai Plants and Animals. The ~ Agmcy, State of California. Saa-ammto. Calif<mia. 191 W.
6 Califmtia Natural Diversity~. 2002. RareFmd2 GIS Database ofKoown ~ ofSpe(:ial Natw'al Oxnmunities and Plants

ofCalifix11ia. 4 ~ 2002. Caliiw'Dia DetB1meDt ofFISh arx1 Game, ~ento. Califm1ia.
7 Calibtria Native Plant &K:iety. 2001. Inventory of Rare and ErKlongel"ed Plants of California. Sixdt editioo. (Spe(:ial Publialtioo No. I.)

Rare Plant Scientific AdviS<X'y Canmittee, ~d 1itxr, Coovening Edita. ~ Caliimia. September.
s Hickman, J. 00. 1993. ~ Jepson Manual: HigM Plants of California. University of CalifOO1ia ~ Berkeley,

Calif<mia.
9 M¥1eY' D.L. 2002. CheckJi.ft ofVfnIfII'a County Rare Plant Species. 29 Mardt 2002. Caliiixnia Native Plant Socidy, a..d ~

~, Ojai, Calibtna.
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Figure 1. Special-status Plant Species Locations

Wll.D LIFE RESOURCES

Wtldlife resources include ~ mtma observed onsite includjng any special-status wikllife species.

FAUNA

The wildlife species observed onsite ~lude: Honey Bee, Blue Butterfly, aIKi CabOOge White Butterfly,
Western Fence Lizard (Sce/oporw occidenta/is), Alma's Hwnmingbird (Ca/ypte anna), B~k's Oriole,
Cliff Swa1k>w (Hirundo pyrrhonota), Scrub Jay (Aphe/ocoma caeru/escens), AIrerican Crow (Corvus
brachyrhynchos), ConmX>n Raven (Corvus corax), Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina),
Mourning Dove, California Quail (Ca//ipep/a califomica), Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura), California
Towhee (Pipi/o crissa/is), NortOOm Mockingbird (Mimuspoiyg/ottos), Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura),
Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis), Coyote (Canis /atrans [scat]), aIKi California Grown Squirrel
(Spermophi/us beecheyz). No bird ~ were observed within the impact area of the Hasler property.

SPECIAL-STATUS WH.DLIFE SPECIES

Several special-status wildlife ~~ Imve potential to occur in the Hasler property area; however, m
special-status wildlife ~ies were o~ed onsite.

E.~V~~~~&x:
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MmGATION RECOMMENDATIONS

Although seven special-status plant species are present at the Hasler property, all impacts to those special-

status plant species are mitigable.

Cercocarpus betuloides var. blancheae is very unconumn on ~ main~ and this species status is CNPS
List 4. Impacts to this ~ies is a significant jmpact; however, ~ impacts are mitigable by pJanting this
species OOck onsite after construction activities have ended. DMEC recommeIKls mitigating the loss of this
species at a tln'ee to one (3:1) ratio, aIxi since only one pJant was fouOO onsite, tln'ee pJantings of this
species shoukl re pJanted aIxi rmintained in good ~ onsite for at least five years after construction
activities have eIKled. It should be noted that IsJarxl Mo\mtain Mahogany is rest planted by container
pJantings or by seed. Attempting to grow this species ftom cuttings is difficuh since the shrub is very
woody. The Santa BarOOra Botanic Gardens propagates Island Mo\mtain Mahogany, and is currently
growing this species as container pJantings. Therefore, obtaining pJantings of this species should not re a

problem for mitigation efforts after construction activities.

The remaining six special-status pJant species are Ventura County Species of Local Concern, or pJant
species with less than ten (10) populations known or recorded within Ventura County, aIxi they ioclude
Cordylanthw rigidUS' ssp. sengerus, Ma/acothamnUS' fasciculatUS' var. laxiflorus, Nassella lepida,
Malacothrix saxatilis var. commutata, Phacelia cicutaria var. hubbyi, aIxi Chamae~ albomarginata.
All six ~ies are quite conumn to abundant in areas adjacent to ~ jmpact site; therefore, no single
population is being lost due to conc;truction activities. Impacts to ~ species can re rmde less than
significant by planting ~ six species by seed OOck onsite after construction activities. DMEC
recomrnems iocorporating seeds of ~ six species m a native indigenous seed-mix to re spreadipJanted
over newly graded and appropriately treated soils in a portion of ~ project site that will re available for

regeneration of those species.

DMEC recommends collecting seeds of ~ special-status pJant species in ~ ~e vicinity of ~
project site. S~ all six of~ S~ies of Local Co~ occur m adjacent areas to the Hasler property, all
seeds rmy re collected onsite to make sure that ~ genetic integrity of the site remains intact. Seeds may
also re obtained from seed suppliers; however, if seeds are obtajIled from a seed supplier, DMEC
recomrnems that all seeds originate from locations within ~ Santa Monica Mountains or locations in close
proximity to ~ project site. At the very least ~ seeds shouJd re indigenous to Ventura Co\Ulty.

PJanting should regin this fiill (fiill of2003), and an experienced restoration ecologist should assist with the
mitigation inJpletrentation and shoukl re present onsite during plantings to ensure a successful mitigation

effort.

p~ let ~ kmw as ~n as poSSl"ble if ~ mitigation reco~ions are approved or not, so that: :t~~~~:~=-=Hasler COIIDreDCe construction. p~ call if you have any questions or comments.

S. ,

cm Batchelor, Staff Ecologist

E:~V~~~~~


