
COUNTY OF VENTURA 
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES INITIAL STUDY 

Date: October 8,200;1%-
Requestor: JanieKmg 
Project: PMW-117LLS 
Field Study: Yes No 
Justification: Time of year not suitable to determine presence of sensitive plant species for 
which project may cause a s ipficant  CaIifornia Environmental Qualitv Act (CEQA) impact. 
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B. DISCUSSION 

a, endangered, threatened, or rare 
species 

b. wetland habitat 

c. coastaI habitat 

d. n~igration corridors 
e. IocalIy important 

species/communities 

The foIlowing discussion of the PhlW-117LLS site is based on research from existing California 
Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB) data, United State Geolugcal Survey (USGS) ortho-
photography (06/01/1994) and the DibbIee GeoIogicaI Foundation maps (Simi Quadrangle, 
1992).The county of Ventura is processing a permit waiver for  a large lot subdivisj~n.The 
action is needed to IegaIize an illegaI lot formed after Moorpark Road was re-aligned through 
the property at some time in the past. The site is in agricultural use and the owner has not 
requested permits for any sl~angeof use. However, the parceI map waiver is subject to CEQA 
as a discretionary project. 

Project Impact 
Degree ofEffect 

N LS PS-M PS 

The site is a row crop agricultural field that is interspersed with small hills of the "Conejo 
volcanics" and "Upper Topanga sandstone" formations. The agricultural operation at the site 
preserved these formations in native vegetation and they may support endangered, threatened 
or sensitive species. 

CumulativeImpact 
Degree of Effect 

N LS PS-M P5 

Degree of Effect Explanation 
N =  No effect 
LS = Less that1 sigttificant effect 
PS-M = Polctttitilly Significant effect; Mitigntiorr it~corporatcdfor a ND 
PS = Putrrrtinlly Sigm~ca t t feffect; EIR required 

El El 

The CNDDB (CaliiomiaDepartment of Fish and Game, dataset dated September 5,2002) was 
queried for the Sinu and Thousand Oaks quadrangle using the Rarefind software. Twentv-
seven endangered, threatened or sensitive species are reported to occur in the genera1vicinity. 
Of those, 10 may be present within the remnant suitable hatritat at tl~esite (listed inTable 1). 
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Table 1: Threatened, Endangered And Sensitive Species Potentially Present At The Site 

CDFG SC= Collfom~a Department of F~sh and Gurnt' Species o j  ionsLv-n, CDFG rare= C d f d r n r a  Department of Flsh 
and Gunlr Raw, CNPS I B= CrlI?fornm Natrz~e Plnlll Saciety plflnts el lg tb lr fo~stafe  llsfrltg as tlrreatet~ed or 
t.ndangercii, FT=fcderalIy threaturcd, FE= federally endangerc'd, SE= Strrte endangered, 

Species 

Southern California rufousmwned 
sparrow 

Plummefs rnariposa lily 
Coastal wwtem whiptail 

Conep Dudleya 
Conejo Budnvheal 
Cyon's pentachaeta 

San Diego desert w d r a t  
Coastal California gnatcatcher 

Golden Eagle 

Coastal sage scrub vegetation had been previously idendied by the California De yartment of 
Fish and Game as a sensitive plant community, but revisions to the Calzfornia Natural Diversity 
Data Base List of California Terresf rid N~turnl  C~lrnmunities (October 2000) has further subdivided 
this habitat type into several series, most of which are not considered "rare". The type of sage 
scrub that is likely tu be present in the native vegetation areas at the site was not identified in 
the Rarefind search, but sage scrub is usually associated with the Conejo and Upper Topanga 
sandstone formations in the native vegetation areas. 

There is a slight potential for the federal threatened CaIifomia gnatcatcher to be present at the 
site. A somewhat disjunct population of gnatcatchers are known in the Moorpark area within 
about one nule north of the site. Gnatcatchers may use the habitat ns  a stopover to other suitabIe 
habitat, however, it is too small and disjunct to be used as breeding habitat. 

Scientific Name 

Aimophrla rvkeps canescens 

Calmhortus pkdmmerse 
Cnemidophoms Tigris rnut!~scutatus 

Dudkya parva 
Errogonum cmcatum 
Pentachaela lyonii 

Neotorna leprda ~nfermed~s 
Polioptila caliiomfca 
Aqulla chrysaeb 

The rufous-crowned sparrow occurs in sparse coastal sage scrub and grassland habitats 
throughout southern CaLiiornia, generallv associated with rock outcroppings and thin soils. 
This species requires yuccas and tall shribs ior perches for singing and breeding displays. It 
could potentially occur on the sage covered hiIlsides of the site. Under the existing land use, no 
significant impacts to this species would be anticipated. 

The golden eagle is considered a "species of speciaI concern" by CDFG and/ or USFWS occur in 
southern California as  residents or winter migrants. There is no suitable roosting or nesting 
habitat at the site, and it would offer only ~narginal foraging habitat for this species. 

Current Agency Status 
(Federal1 Statekocal- 

Other) 
1. 2 

CDFG SC 

CNPS l B  
Special animal 
FTl  CNPS l B  

CNPS 10 I CDFG rare 
FE t SE CNPS 10 

CDFG SC 
FT I CDFG SC 

CDFG SC 

The San Diego desert woodrat is pcrtentialIy present in dry, rocky chaparral and sage scrub 
habitats in the area, particuIarly where beavertail cactus is present. While this species mav be 
located at the site, the existing land use is not expected to sigmficantly affect it. In addition, 
isolation of the hills has affected the viability of this remnant habitat for the woodrat. 

Species 
Abbreviation 

RCS 

PML 
CW 

CD 
CB 
LP 

SDWR 
CCG 
GE 

The hillsides could support remnant popuIa tions of Lyon's pentachaeta, Cunejo dudleya, 
Conejo buckwheat and Mummer's mariposa-lily. The specific action requested (permit waiver) 
and ungoing land use is not expected to adversely affect these species if no further use is made 
of those hills. However, a future agricultural owner coujd choose to m o d q  the hillsides 
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