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R A.C H E L.
TIERNEY

CONSULTING

May 9, 2001

Jim Ange
Liberty Investment, Inc.
P.O. Box 789
Moorpark, Ca. 93020

,RE: Rare Plant Survey for -\ct-5287
Dear Jim,

This letter describes the results 0fa focused sensitive plant survey on a 13.5 acre parcel in the Santa
Rosa Valley area ofVenture;County.

METHODS

The survey Was conducted
on April 29, 2001. At this time,,all potentially occurring sensitive plant

species would be observable and in flower. The entire parcel was surveyed on foot.. All, plant
species encountered were identified to determine the p'esence or absence ofsensitive species.

EXISTING CONDITIONS

A portion of the site had been recently graded. The remaining vegetati0n consisted predominately
of introduced grasses (Brome, Avena, Hordeum) and weedy annuals (BrasSia sp., :RaphamssativUs, Sonchus, sp). witha feW natives such as California poppy (Eschscholzia cg!ifonica),
coyote brush (Bacghar(spiluaris), and succulent lupine (Lupinus succulentu).

An examination of the brush piles indichted that the 0rignal vegetation
on the pr6pety ,was

coastal sage scrub, however, thee)s no habitat likely to support natives remaining 6n ite.

No drainages.(haviog a defined bed and bank) were located on site. No habitat failing under the
jurisdiction of the Army Corps of Engineers pursuant to the Clean water Act; o requiting a

Stream Alteration Agreemeht _with the California department-of Fish and Game were located on

site (Reed Jr., P.B., 1988. United States Army Corps of Engineers, 1987).
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RESULTS

No listed, candidate or
Otherwise sensitive plant sPecies were noted during the site survey.

The following sensiti-e plant specie are known from' the general area of the project site and were

looked for during this survey. Most of the listed species are restricted to a particular type of
substrate (rock outcrops, carbonate soils) that is not present at the site. Probability of the
Occurrence ofthese species is low due to the lack ofsuitable habitat and the highly disturbed nature
of the parcel. Information for this section has been derived from the California Natural Diversity
Database and the Inventory ofRare and Endangered Vascular Plants of California (CNPS, 1994).

POTENTIALLY-OCCURRING LISTED AND CANDIDATE SPECIES

Ast_Ealus brauntonii (Braunt0n's Milkvetch)
CNPS: 1B
State/Federal:/Etdangered
Habitat/Distribution: This species is most Commonly (and most abundantly)
seen after chaparral bums; and appears to be endemic to Calcareous soils. Small
populations have.also been noted following artificial, mechanica disturbance such

as grading It is known from only a handful of locations within the foothills
bordering the L)s .Angeles plain, and from the Santa M6nica, Santa Aria and San
Gabriel Mountains.. Occasipnally individuals in other parts of its range have been
located after seed has fallen or been washed dwn-Slope from a main population,
presumably scarified, by abasion Temporary popu!ations, such as is one, ma be

an important dispersal strategy for this plant.
Potential for Occurring On-Site: LOw. Braunton's Milkvtch is a short-lived,
perennial herb that is seen 0nly after fires or major mechanical disturbance. The
preferred soil characteristics for .this species (l!mestone),are not apparent on the sitb

Calochortus plummerae (Plummer's Mariposa Lily)
(NPS: IBState/Federal/pecies ofCocm (formerly Candidate Category.2)
Habitat/Distributi0n This species is found in scattered populations in Ventura,
Los Angeles, San Bemardino and Riverside Counties: Theperennial herb is seen in
chaparral, sagescrub, woodla,ds andgrasslands, often on granitic soils. Flowering
period is fromMay-July.
Potential for Occurrence: Moderate. Suitablehabitat is found on-site.

Dudle,a abramsii spp. parva
(Cnejo Dudleya)

CNPS:List 1BState/Federal:/Threatened.
Habitat/Distribution: Found on north-facing volcanic slopes. Populations

are scattered in
several locations in S!mi Valley and the Santo. Monica Mountains.
Potential for Occurrence: Low.' Typical habitat is not present.
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Hem_izonia minthornii (Santa Susana Tarplant).
CNPS: 1B
State/Federal: Rare/Species ofC0ncem.
Habitat/Distribution: Santa Susana rock outcrops in chaparral. A recent
population was.located outside ofthe Santa Susana rock formation.
Potential for Occurrence: Low. Typical habitat is not present.

Pentachaeta (Lyon's Pentachaeta) -.

CNPS: 1B
State/Fed: Endangered/Endangered
Habitat/Distribution: This member' of the Aster family is known from thin
grasslands and coastal sage scrub communities, and is almost always associated
with annual Polemones. Populations are scattered in several logatiOns in Simi
Valley andthe Santa Monica Mountains, including Stunt Ranch and Malibu Hills.
Potential for Occurring On-site: Moderate. Suitable grasslands are not present,
however this species also occurs in small open.ings within scrub habitat similar tO
what may have been present in very small areas with the site. This speeieswas not
located during an in-season survey.

OTHER SENSITIVE PLANT SPECIES

The following plantspecies are considered sensitive by the CNPS. These species are not listed or
candidates for listing at this time, however, their status may ,change in the future.

Baccha._ri plummerae (Plummerls Bccharis)
CNPS: 4 (a watch list)
State/Federal: None
Habitat: Shaded canyons.
Potential for Occurrence:,Mgderate. Not seen during a spring survey.

Cal0chortus catalihae (Catalina Ma,ripoa)
.CNPS: 4 (a watch !ist)
State[Federal: None
Habitat: Common in grasslands and openings in scrub.
Potential for Occurrence: Not seen

during the spring survey.

Please call ifyou need any additional information.

Sincerely,

Rachel Tiemey
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