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Rincon Consultants, inc.
790 East Santa Clara Street

Ventura, California 93001

805 641 1000
FAX 641 1072

www.rinconconsultants.com

January 11, 2000

Ventura County Resource Management Agency
800 S. Victoria Ave ,
Ventura, CA 93009 -

ATTN: Kim Rodriguez, Case Planner
REF: Lower Happy Camp Canyon Regional Park (CUP-5107)

Dear Ms. Rodriguez:

This letter and attached Initial Study Checklist comprises our review of the potential
biological impacts of a proposed golf course at the Happy Camp Canyon Regional Park. In
reply to your specific questions of December 27, 1999, we provide the following responses.

1. The basic analysis and methodology employed in the Baseline Assessment are
adequate for use in the environmental document. It is noted that the Baseline
Assessment recommends that a California gnatcatcher survey be done in the future
should the habitat of this species be disturbed. Please see the attached Initial Study
for a further discussion.

2. We agree with Padre Associates that the wetland habitats present at the site are not
“significant” to the extent that a 100-foot buffer is required. The project as proposed
would generally be consistent with Policy 1.5.2 under this rationale. However, we
believe that some setbacks from the wetland areas would be reasonable in order to
maintain those habitats and provide for maintenance of surface water quality.

3. The Baseline Assessment provides sufficient information except for the California
gnatcatcher survey. Processing can proceed contingent on the findings of such a
survey. '

4. Please see attached Initial Study Checklist, which follows the newly adopted County .
format. '

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,

Rincon Consultants, Inc.

Do

Duane Vander Pluym, D. ESE
Vice-President

Attach: Initial Study

Ernviraensemental §cientist s Pil aonmners Engineer s




COUNTY OF VENTURA
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES INITIAL STUDY

Date: December 30, 1999
Requestor: Kim Rodriguez
Project: CUP 5107 - Happy Camp Canyon Regional Park

Field Study: [ ] Yes ] No
Justification: Biological Assessment prepared by Padre Associates, November 1999

A. CHECKLIST

a. endangered, threatened, or rare O [ O & O X O J
species
b. wetland habitat O X ] | O O O
c. coastal habitat J O |:| X ] ] ]
d. migration corridors O % O O O X ] O
e. locally important I (] O X O 4 4
species/ communities
Degree of Effect Explanation
N= No effect

LS = Less than significant effect
PS-M = Potentially Significant effect; Mitigation incorporated for a ND
PS = Potentially Significant effect; EIR required

B. DISCUSSION

A Biological Baseline Assessment for the park property was prepared in November 1999 by
Padre Associates. This assessment included field studies of the 724 acre project site for general
comumunities, plants, and animals; a detailed mapping and assessment of protected trees; and a
wetland delineation/jurisdictional determination for Clean Water Act Section 404 permitting.
Nine plant communities were identified at the site: scalebroom scrub, purple sage scrub, white
sage scrub, coast prickly pear scrub, mulefat scrub, California walnut woodland, coast live oak
woodland, California sagebrush scrub, and annual grassland. The vast majority of the site
(73%) contains annual grassland, a low sensitivity biological habitat. Three of the onsite
communities were identified by Padre Associates as considered sensitive by the California
Department of Fish and Game: scalebroom scrub (70.9 acres), white sage scrub (24.2 acres), and
California walnut woodland (2.1 acres). In addition, the coast prickly pear scrub (23.1 acres) is
considered by Fish and Game to be sensitive.

The site is primarily a wide canyon bounded by steep to rounded slopes on the east and west.
The canyon bottom is largely annual grassland, except for the alluvial wash area that contains
primarily scalebroom scrub. Upper plateaus in the northwest portion of the site and the
southwest corner contain annual grassland, while the slopes are primarily sage scrub mixed
with live oak and walnut woodland.
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Due to the lack of hydric soils at the site, federal wetlands are not present, though about 4.6
acres of jurisdictional "waters of the U.S." are present. State wetland habitats present at the site
would include these jurisdictional watersin addition to walnut woodland and mulefat scrub,
totaling approximately 8 acres.

No state or federally listed rare, threatened, or endangered plant species were observed at the
site during the field studies conducted by Padre Associates. Work was conducted at the time
and in season for listed species with the potential to occur at the site, but none were observed.
Special status plants that were observed included those protected by the Ventura County Tree
Protection Ordinance (coast live oak, western sycamore, and southern California black walnut)
and an unusual, unigue occurrence of bur sage, a plant normally found in the southwestern
deserts of San Diego County, Arizona and northern Mexico. This unique occurrence is
considered to be the probable result of seeds transported to the area via mining trucks or other

mearns.

Wildlife habitat value of the site was considered "high" by Padre Associates due to the presence
of several rare and declining species. Specifically, sensitive species known or highly probable at
the site include the coast horned lizard (California and federal species of concern [SC]}, coastal
western whiptail (federal SC), silverly legless lizard (state and federal SC), coastal cactus wren
(state SC), Cooper's hawk (state SC), loggerhead shrike (state and federal SC), California horned
lark (state SC), golden eagle (state SC), northern harrier (state SC), burrowing owl (state and
federal SC}, southern California rufous-crowned sparrow (state and federal SC), San Diego
desert woodrat (state and federal SC). The white-tailed kite, a fully protected species (as are all
other raptorial birds) was also seen at the site. No state or federal listed endangered or
threatened animals are known to exist at the site, though there is the potential for the federal
threatened California gnatcatcher to be present at the site. A somewhat disjunct population of
gnatcatchers are known in the Moorpark area within about one mile of the site, and suitable
breeding habitat is present at the site within the coastal sage scrub present on the canyon slopes
and hills,

The tee box for hole No. 7 encroaches into purple sage scrub habitat that has the potential to
provide breeding habitat for the California gnatcatcher. Holes 5 and 10 are also adjacent to this
habitat type and may result in disturbance of this species during construction. In addition, the
gnatcatcher tends to live in areas of relatively senescent older scrub that has not been burned for
several decades. Introduction of the golf course may increase the frequency of fire in those
areas adjacent to the course, and or may require the clearance of brush to reduce fire hazard for
residences located to the south and southeast. Brush clearance and increased frequency of fire
would potentially reduce the suitability of onsite sage scrub habitat for the California
gnatcatcher. Since it is not known if the gnatcatcher is present at the site, impacts are
considered potentially significant and require additional species specific study.

The project would reduce the amount of habitat available for the coast horned lizard, however, ) 1
it would not eliminate the habitats used by this species at the site. Therefore, it is expected that
though its numbers would be reduced, it would still probably persist at the site if still present
(the Padre Associates report indicates that it was not seen during the recent surveys, though it
was present in prior surveys). This species is expected to occur primarily in the scalebroom
scrub area, though it could occur throughout the site. The golf course design includes
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landscaping for fairways, greens, and tee boxes in primarily annual grassland habitat, but has
several flight lines that cross the scalebroom scrub habitat. Based on the project description, it is
not clear if these areas will remain in scrub and grassland habitat, or will be landscaped and
maintained as playable rough. If the latter, a potentially significant impact to coast horned
lizard could occur due to loss of habitat and onsite isolation of individuals. No significant
impacts to other sensitive species are anticipated based on the golf course design since these
species are expected to occur in greatest numbers in the other undisturbed natural habitats

present at the site.

No protected tree species are proposed for direct removal by the golf course design, and based
on the project description, irrigation will be directed away from coast live oak trees to prevent
secondary losses. No listed sensitive plant species are known to occur at the site; therefore, no
impacts to sensitive plant species are anticipated.

No significant wetland habitat is present at the site based on the Padre Associates report.
Therefore, no impacts to wetland are anticipated. Nonetheless, a Section 404 permit from the
Army Corps of Engineers and a Streambed Alteration Agreement from the California
Department of Fish and Game will be required for site development.

The project site is not within the coastal zone, but rather is in an upper watershed of the Arroyo
Simi, which eventually drains to Calleuguas Creek. Because of the distance from the coast, no
impacts on coastal resources are anticipated. :

Padre Associates identify Happy Camp Canyon as an important wildlife migration corridor.
Development of the site as proposed with a golf course is not expected to significantly decrease
the movement of larger animals through the site as the course would not be lighted at night and
no particular barriers to movement would occur such as fencing. The alteration of habitat
features through the introduction of maintained landscaping would primarily effect smaller
animals by altering the connectivity of local populations by the introduction of unsuitable
habitat. Except for the coast horned lizard, no small animal species are likely to be significantly
affected by such isolation since sufficient open space lands are retained along the east and west
slopes of the canyon and upper plateaus. Impacts to migration corridors is considered a less
than significant impact given the current golf course conceptual design (open links with
minimal fairway and landscape alteration).

Scalebroom scrub is considered to be a sensitive plant community due to past losses of this
alluvial fan-related series by suburban development and flood control projects. The proposed
golf course would result in an estimated loss of 5-15% of this habitat within the project site.

This is considered a significant impact. No walnut woodland or prickly pear scrub is proposed
for removal and no impacts to these communities are anticipated. A small portion of white sage
scrub habitat would be removed, but the amount to be removed is not considered significant on
a local or regional basis.
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C. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

Yes/Maybe
1. Does the project have the potential to significantly degrade the quality of the

environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species,
cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels,
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the number or
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animai?

2. Does the project have the potential to achieve short-term, to the disadvantage
of long-term, environmental goals?

M ®

3. Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable?

X




D. MITIGATION MEASURES
Recommended [_] Required for Negative Declaration X

Because of the potentially significant impacts on sensitive animals and sensitive plant
communities, it is recommended that an EIR should be prepared. In particular, a California
gnatcatcher survey following Fish and Wildlife Service protocol should be conducted to
determine if the golf course has the potential to cause impacts to this species. In addition, it is
recommended that a more thorough survey for coast horned lizard, including the use of pit fall
traps and drift fencing, be conducted to determine the relative abundance of this species at the
site (or to determine if it has been extirpated from the site). Regardless of what type of
environmental document is chosen for the project, the following measures are recommended
for inclusion as conditions to project approval.

Proposed fairway roughs shall be revegetated with native perennial bunch grasses at a
mix of 2:1 to non-native species. These roughs shall be maintained as native perennial
grasslands unless after three years of effort, it is shown that such revegetation would be

unsuccessful.

An Integrated Pest Management Plan shall be prepared for the golf course in accordance
with the current practices advised by the Statewide Integrated Pest Management Project,
University of California, Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources.

A 25-foot buffer zone of native vegetation shall be retained between the edge of any
fairway, tee box, green, or any maintained landscaping and the top of the bank of the drainages.
A similar buffer shall be maintained between landscaped areas and any walnut woodland.

Construction workers shall be notified through pre-construction meetings that a variety
of sensitive wildlife are present at the site and that they shall not willfully harm any species,
especially snakes and other reptiles. During the construction meeting, the proper method of
moving snakes from construction zones shall be illustrated.

The loss of all scalebroom scrub habitat shall be replaced onsite at a minimum 2:1 ratio
by converting annual grassland areas outside of the fairway and adjacent to retained
scalebroom scrub. This shall be done by decreasing the elevation of the restoration area to that
which is likely to be flooded by the 10- to 25-year storm event, the removal of topsoil to create a
sandy to cobble substrate, and replanting with native shrubs.

A capture and on-site relocation plan shall be developed for the San Diego horned
lizard. Such a plan would include the scouring of the grassland and scrub areas to be
developed and/or the use of drift fences and drop pits to capture horned lizards and the
movement of any captured individuals to safe areas either within the project site, or within the
wilderness portions of Happy Camp Regional Park to the north of the site.

Install swallow boxes in the retained natural areas between the fairways as part of the

Integrated Pest Management plan for the site. Also consider the installation of bat boxes to be
located at least 800 feet from residential areas.
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E. DETERMINATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FROM A BIOLOGICAL
PERSPECTIVE

Negative Declaration {_| Mitigated Negative Declaration [ ] EIR Required

Reviewer: BN \jﬂ/’ — @\ — Date: %t/ 29

Rincon Consultants, It@r

Phone: 641-1000
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