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CALIFORMIA GNATCATCHER PROTOCOL SURVEYS FOR THE SIMI VALLEY LANDFILL EXPANSION
Conductad by Jim Greaves for Padre Associates, 25 April-11 June 2002

Report prepared 17 Juna 2002

SUMMARY

From 25 Agril through 11 June 2002, six (§) survays ware made al 2 portions of tha Simi WV aey Landiil
slated for removal and ', to delarmine presence or absance of the fedarally Threalensd” spocas,
Caliternia Gralcaicher (Polioplila calornica). Surveys were conducted in accordance with US Fish and
Wildife Service protocots for the gratcatchar, There were none found, Inaddition, a list of othaer bird
spiecias (a5 wall as olhar wildlifa) was comgilad, wilh special attention to the status on $te of any “spacil
status™ of “sanaitive™ Species [ Specias of Special Concem, Raptors, ol Thraalanad and Endangarsd
Spacias), ncheding mammals, repliles and amphibians, Rulous-crowned Spamow, Blue Grosbeak,
Grasshoppar Spamow, Turkey Vullure, Red-shouldered Hawk, Red-ialad Hawk, Amearican Kesiral, and
Coopar's Hawk wera tha only species in the Biter categoenes noted on sie, breading status lkaly or
confirmad for the first bao only. Approdmate locations whare the two specias bred wara matked on maps
obtained from Frank Keisler of the Landfl on tha firs! site visi.

PURPOSE

The purposa of the surseys was to datermine whether or not Callornia Gratcatchars were prasant in 2
lecations on Simi Yalley Landflll, in addition, on 2 of the sie visia, survey was made of a pan of the
Landiill that had already been claaned for work, bul 1o ansure thal they were siill chear of any special stalus
bbircts, Prendous o this year's work, bind survays wana mate by Jim Gragvas in 1658 and 2000, during
which he did not find California Gnatcatchaers in the kecations then under study {inchsging baeth of the main
2002 pontions] [Regort on survay for Calleria Gratcatches Polioplila calomica at Simi Valley Lamndfill,
Vantura County, Califomia, during spring 20007, propaned by Jim Graavas for Padre Associabes and Simi
Walley Lancfill],

The 2 kecations under invastigation wera a parcel in the norbwest comer of the Landfill proparty consisting
of 2 ravinas (*fill" area) with sparsa o0 denss mixed Coastal Sage and Grassland vegetations, and a
pertially rastored hillside portion of naturally growing and artifficially planted and walered Coastal Sage
Scrub vegetstion along the nerth edge of the proparty, selectad for possible use alsawhars on the Landfill
as fill matarial (“bomow"® area)

METHODS

Survays for California Gratcatcher were conducted on 25 Aprl, 01, 10, 17 and 23 May, and 11 June 2002,
LIS Figh and Wikdiits probocol calls Tor slowing moving threugh appropriale habital dusing diwn o nasr
noon, S limas, each survay ai last a woebk later than tha pravious sunay, frem 15 March to 30 Juna. In
order bo establish presance or absence, one walks siowly in or around the habital of the surway araa,
infarmittantly broadeasting a mcording of the Calfornia gratcatcher calls to aid in aliciting rasponsa from
any indhiduals that might be presant. Failura o detect Califomla Gnatcatchers during required numbers of
BsUNvays is considered adequate to conclude thal the spacies i not present. Becausa thay can be heard
wp o 100 maters away without nead of an amplifier, Penasonde volce recordars (s RR-ORA0 and RR-
QR100) wara used to brogdeas! the gratcatcher’s calls; Swift Audubon £.5 = 44 binoculars were usad o
idantify Bl birds detected thal could not be eean up closa, or which wene silant or could nol be antfied by
thigsir calis,

RESULTS
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California Gnatcatehars wars not defectoed on site during 6 protocol survays,

Oher spacial status species found during the surveys included Cooper's Hawk, Amarican Kesiral, Red-
tailed Hawk, Rpd-shouldernd Hawk, Turkay Vultura, Blue Grosbeak (BLGR), Rufous-crowned Spammow
{RCSP), and Grasshopper Sparmow (Table 1), OF thesae, only Blua Grosbaak and Rufous-crowned
Sparmow showad avidance of breeding on tha Landill in both locations invastigatad in 2002,

Figures 1 and 2 show approximate certars of the locations of Blua Grosbeaks and Rufous-crownad
Sparrows, respactivaly, that wara found during all or most of the surveys of tha 2002 "l and “bomrow”
araas. Thesa areas were sursayed in 10808 (bomow area only) and 2000 (bomow and fill areas). Also, most
accasalbla undevelopad portions of the landfill were swrveyed in 1888, with amphasis on the southwest
comer Bnd the north edge (borrow anea).

Taibbe 1 lists all wildiife species datected, including 55 species of birds (ranga, 31-40 per survey data),
indicating polential breading status in the areas 1o be afecked by the expansion project,

DISCUSSION

The presance of BLGR and RCSP in 2002 was not unexpeciad, as both specles had bean found
scattared in undeveloped portions of the Landfill during the surveys in both 1996 and 2000. huddljm
bath spacias foreged onto the opan slopas on the oppoalte of the red from the undevalopaed portions;
RCSP Hmfnuualrymmn such ansas (as apparantly did sevaral pairs of Lark Spamow, though no
nasls wara actually found thera)

In comirast bo 1868, Rufous-crowned Spamow was found with recantly Nledged young In the soullweast
location {nol mapped in 2002) near the paas of the hill overooking the office complex below. Although the
specias was ancountared on the soulh and southwest property adge on both visits in 2002, no evidence of
braading by | or Sy olfar Brgel specias was lound in that pan of the Landfill in 2002,

Talda 1. Species of birds and othar wikdlife detacied during & Federally mandatad protocol survays for
thweatenad Califomia Gnalcatcher at tha Simi Vallay Landiill, Ventura Courty, Calformia, 28 April-11 Juna
2002,

Amarcan kestned [(3)

Aanng's hummingbird (3) B *
Ash-throaled fycatchar (5) B
Brerwick's wran (G) R/B [young] *
Black phoaba (4)

Black-chinned hummingbird {2)

Black-hasded grosbask (1) B

Blue grosbeak (6) B [on sita lamilorias] =
graleatches (1)

Brewar's biackbird (2)

Brown-headed cowbird (§) B [probabla hosts on sita] ®
Buliock™s oriale (4) B

Bushiit (6) R/B [1 nest; young] *
Califomia quad (4) R/B [huge flock] ®

Califomia towheas (6] RIB [young] *

Califommia thrasher (6) R *
CHl{ swallaw (B)
Comman avan (8]
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Comman yallowthroat (8} R7/B fyoung] *
Cooper's hawk (1)

Cosia's hummingbird (5) B *

Enpish spamow (2)
European staring (5] fyoung - from off sita)
Grasshopper spamow (1)

Greater roadrunner () R [pair on sée] *

House finch (§) R/B [young] *
Kilidaar [3)

Lawrk sparrow (8) B [1 neat; young) *
Lerwranca's goldfinch (2)

Lazuli bunling (3) 8 *

Lassar goldiinch (8) B [1 nest; young] *
Maliard (2)
Mouming dove (8) B8 fold nast; young] *
Mortham flicker (1)

Horthem mockingbind [6) FUB [2 nesis] *

Phainopepia {2)
Rad-shouldered hasd (1)
Red-talled hawk (§) [recant old nast 50 matens off sie)

Red-wingad blackbed (1)
Rufous-crowned spamow (8) FYB [young] ®
Savannah aparrow {1}

Bay's phoobe (2)

Sang sparmow (8) R7/B *

Spotted owhes (B) VB *
Turkiry vultuna {3)
au's swifi

umqu}mw (2}
Waestern gull (not noted, always nearby)

Waslam kingbénd (5)

Westam scrub-|ay (&) R [young] *
White-throated swift (2) [young - from off sile]
Wilson's wartlar (3}

Wraniit (8) R [young] *

Oaher wildlife spacies obsarved:

Bobced (flatienad carcass - “bormow” road) RWET
Coyota (2 dans - both in *fill* area) R/B *

Mua deer (4] R/EB "

Rabiba (5) B *

Side-biotc:hed kzard (not nobed all surveys, RE)
Wastam fenca rard (nod noted all surays; RUE)

HOTES: Murnbers of survays on which spacies wers delected & In parenthases; "B” = breading confirmsd




Linder - SVL BioSu  ~doc

or highty Bkaly on sltes; “R™ = resident, lkely breeds on alies; * = individusls or palrs of soma kely 1o ba
advarssly affected by propossd axpansion project. Bold = apecial stalus spacias.
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