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A. CHECKLIST 

a. endangered, thieatened, or rare I7 
species 

b. wetland habitat 
c. coastal habitat 

d, migration corridors 
e. locaUy important 

species/communities 
Degree ofEfJect Explanation 

N=Nom 
LS = Less than significant effect 
S = Significant t$fect; MND or EIR reqairrd 
U = Unknown; EIR required 

B. DISCUSSION 

The project site lies on a hillside in the Tierra Rejada Valley. Most of the southern and eastern 
portion of the site has recently been cleared of vegetation preparatory to housing construction 
(Figure1). A June1,1998 survey and Biological Initial Study by Rincon Consultants on the 
adjacent parcel (PM5145)indicates that the project vicinity isvegetated with primarily non-
native annual grassland and this was the probable vegetation type at the site prior to grading. 
During the November 25,1998survey it was observed that the northern portion of the project 
site is dominated by shrubs and grassland,including purpIe sage (Salvialeucophylla), 
goIdenbush (Hazardia squarossa),California sagebrush (Artemisiacalifomica) and wild oats 
(Avena sp.), as is the case with the adjacent parcel. The area has been used in the past for 
grazing and exotic plants are common at the site, incIuding black and summer mustard, ripgut 
and red brome, hare barley, hood canary grass, cocklebur, yellow star thistIe (tocdote), 
storksbill, prickly lettuce, MI thistle, and horehound. AIthough past the blooming season and 
not evident during the November survey, the June1,1998, s w e y  noted that on the adjacent 
parcel near rock outcroppings, nativewildflowerswere observed, including blue clicks, 
fiddleneck, phacelia, go1dfields, fascicled tarweed, plantain, blow-wives, lupine, and dwarf 
bladder clover. It was alsonoted in the Junesurvey that the adjacent site had scatterednative 
grasses, including purple needlegrass (Nassellapulchra). Themajority of the project site was 
graded prior to the November field visit and remaining grassesappeared to consist of primarily 



m u d  grasses. Summer to fall-bloo~&~ species observed in the November survey include the 
native California fushia (Epilobium canurn) and cudweed (Lessingia €ila@olia) and the exotic 
doveweed (Eremmarpus setigerus) . Spikemoss and lichens are common on the rocky 
outaoppings throughout the site. No sigtuficant wetland vegebtion was observed at the site. 

The project site contains outcroppings of Conejo volcanics on the northern portion that provide 
suitable habitat for several federally threatened and endangered species, in particular, the 
endangered L yon's pentachaeta (Pentachae ta Iyonii) and threatened Conejo live- forever 
(Dudleya abramsii spp. parva). The pentachaeta and Conejo dudleya were not found at the site 
during the Novemker 1998 field survey. Conejo dudleya is described by Jepson (H~ckman, 
1993) as a vernal species, blooming and having leaves only in the spring. The fd survey was 
performed at the wrong time of year to detect Conejo dudleya. The volcanic rock outcroppings 
on site provide sufficient habitat and Conejo dudleya has been lmated on adjacent parcels to the 
west and east therefore, it is likely that this spwies is within the project site. Figure 1 shows the 
expected onsite locations of Conjeo dudeya and Figure 2 shows the known locations of the 
dudeya on PM5145 to the west. It is probable that grading done on Parcel 2 has already 
disturbed r&k outcroppings. Since the areas onsite are exposed to additional land clearance 
such as has already occurred on the southern and eastern part of the site, the project as 
proposed could have a sigrufican t project and cumulative effect on the threatened Conejo 
dudleya. In addition, Catalina mariposa-lily (Calochortus catalinae), a List 4 plant as indicated 
in the CDFG Special Plant List, is also present on the adjacent parcel in the outcrops and 
scattered through the grassland. 

The rock outcroppings onsite also provide habitat for nonvascular plants. Nonvascular plants 
indude lower plant forms such as mosses, liverworts, and lichens. According to the Bridle 
Ridge Project EIR (1998), little is known about special-status lichen species, largely because 
much is still unknown a b u t  the distribution of California lichens. Lichens are pioneer plants 
that are adapted to sterile substrates, and heIp the decomposition process. The saxicolous (rock- 
loving) lichen flora, found primarily on the numerous rock outcrops of the project site, appears 
to be relatively rich based on the coverage and multitude of lichen colors observed onsite. 
Lichens are segregated on each rock outcrop or boulder according to microhabitat 
requirements, including angle of incidence (to the sun), amount of shade, relative moisture 
gradient, and other related factors, some of which may not be known. Therefore, disruption of 
rocks by grading or movement can alter the habitat that a110 wed the lichen or liverwort to exist 
in that location. Grading and disruption of rocks containing lichens and fiverworts has already 
occurred on the southern and eastern portions of the site. The area where Conejo dudeya is 
expected at the northern par tion of the site currentIy has intact lichen-rich rock outcroppings 
and the area was not graded at the time of the November 1998 field visit. 

The grassland habitat provides suitable habitat for several common animal species. Mammals 
observed directly or by sign (track, scat, burrow, e tc.) were cottontail, California meadow 
mouse, pocket gopher, mule deer, and horse. Birds seen were white-tailed kite, mockingbird, 
mourning dove, grasshopper sparrow, Anna's hummingbird, turkey vulture, red-tailed hawk, 
raven, meadowlark, and California towhee. The June 1998 survey on the adjacent p a r d  
additionally noted coyote, lesser goldfinch, cliff and barn swallows, homed lark and California 
quail. Western fence lizard and gopher snake observed in July were not seen in November, 
possibly due to cooler temperatures during the November field visit. Western rattlesnake is 
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