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PROJECT LOCAllON: Approximately 750 feet north from State Route 150 (Ojai-Santa Paula
Road), at Osborn Road, Upper Ojai Valley, Ventura County; Ex Mission San Buenaventura, south of
Section 18 .ndnordl of Section 19 (Sulphur Mountain), T4N, R2IW, San Bernardino Base Meridian,
Santa Paula Peak, California 7Y2-minute quadrangle; Latitude 34 a 26'23.8"N, Longitude
119207'37.7"W; at an elevation of approximately 1,200 feet above mean sea level.

PROJECT ADDRESS: 13675 Ojai Road, Santa Paula, California 93060.

DESCRIPflON OF PROJECT: The purpose of this project is to install a new, unmanned, Sprint
PCS telecommunications facility, which would include one 58-foot tall monopole with two sectors of
four-panel antennas (each 6' tall by 8" wide), and six ground-mounted equipment cabinets (6' tall by 2'
wide).

ENVIRONMENTAL SETfING: The project site occurs on a gentle south-facing slope, in a lowland
area near the Upper Ojai Valley (in the western Transverse Ranges), and occurs on the north side of the
west-east-trending section of Sisal Creek (before it merges with Santa Paula Creek). Several oil
facilities and drill rigs occupy a small portion of the property. Scattered houses and out buildings also
occur on the property (west and east), with extensive amounts of discarded items and trash, mostly
under the oak trees. The project site is located north of an existing oil well, which is currently being
pumped for oil. Sprint proposes to install the telecommunication facility in a small clearing in the
Coast Live Oak forest north of the oil pumps, and in a way that it will not be noticeable from the
highway.
The vegetation types present onsite include Coast Live Oak Forest, Sumac-Ceanothus Chapan-al mixed
with Coastal Sage Scrub, and California Buckwheat Scrub-Annual Grassland. The Sumac-Ceanothus
Chaparral consists of primarily woody perennial, small and large shrubs that are characteristically fire-
and drought-adapted. The Coast Live Oak Forest onsite is represented by closely spaced (closed
canopy) trees with herbaceous vegetation and scattered shrubs as an understory. Sumac-Ceanothus
Chaparral occupies the areas between the oak trees surrounding the project site, mostly to the north.
The proposed antenna site is (was) dominated by California Buckwheat Scrub and Annual Grassland;
however, much of the site has been recently cleared of most vegetation (see photographs on Figure 2).

The dominant habitat type on the proposed antenna pad site is California Buckwheat Scrub-Annual
Grassland, which is (was) dominated by perennial shrubs and annual grasses and herbs, including:
California Buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum ssp. polifolium), annual grasses (Avena barbato,
Bromus madritensis ssp. rubens, Bromus hordeaceus), Green Everlasting (Gnaphalium califomicum),
Umbrella Larkspur (Delphinium umbraculorum), Grab Hosackia (Lotus hamatus), Black Mustard
(Brassica nigra), Italian Thistle (Carduus pycnocephalus); goosefoots (Chenopodium berlonderii, C.
ca/ifomicum), Blue Dicks (Dichelostemma captitatum), Elegant Tatplant (Madia elegans), California
Herbia Impia (Filago califomica), Slender Cottonseed (Mzcropus califomicus var. califomicus), and
Hispid Catetpillar Phacelia (Phacelia cicutaria ssp. hispida).
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Sumac-Ceanothus Chaparral, which includes a mixture of several Coastal Sage Scrub species, occurs
immediately adjacent to the antenna pad site. The dominants of this mixed vegetation type includes:
Wedgeleaf Ceanothus (Ceanothus cuneatus), Laurelleaf Sumac (Malosma laurina), California
Sagebrush (Artemisia calf/ornico), Blue Elderberry (Sambucus mexicana), and Purple Sage (Sa/via
/eucophylla). Other important plant species contributing to this habitat type include: Coyote Brush
(Baccharis pilularis), Morning-glory (Calystegia macrostegia), Deerweed (Lotus scoparius), and
Hollyleaf Redberry (Rhamnus ilicf/olia).

The Coast Live Oak Forest, which surrounds the site, is dominated by Coast Live Oak (Quercus
agrifolia), with a shrub understory and openings in the canopy occupied by Sumac-Wedgeleaf
Ceanothus Chaparral and scattered California Black Walnut (Jug/ans calf/ornico) and California
Sycamore (Platanus racemosa). The understory consists of annual grasses (Avena barbato, Bromus
madritensis ssp. rubens, Bromus hordeaceus), Green Everlasting (Gnaphalium ca/f/ornicum), Manroot
(Marahfabaceus), and Smilo Grass (Piptatherum miliaceum).

Several special-status plant species, as tracked by the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) and the
California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) are known to occur in the region of the project site,
and the site has suitable habitat for many of the plants' potential establishment. The special-status
plants that could occur at or near the project site include: Antirrhinum ovatum, Baccharis plummerae
ssp. plummerae, Calochortus catalinae, Calochortus plummerae, Delphinium parryi ssp. blockmaniae,
Delphinium parryi ssp. purpureum, Delphinium umbraculorum, Fritillaria ojaiensis, Galium
c/iftonsmithii, Jug/ans calf/ornico ssp. calf/ornico, and Po/ygala cornuta ssp. fishiae (Skinner and
Pavlik 19941). Numerous other plants are found rarely in Ventura County and are considered species
of local concern, for which a list is under preparation by the Channel Islands Chapter of CNPS.
Locally rare plants are plants that may not be rare elsewhere in California but are known from only a
few sites in Ventura County (Magney in ed.1.

Only one Juglans calf/ornico ssp. calf/ornico was observed in the Coast Live Oak Forest along the
proposed access road to (east of) the site. Umbrella Larkspur (Delphinium umbraculorum) was found
at the south edge of the proposed antenna site just under the edge of the Coast Live Oak canopy, which
is shown in Photos 1 and 5 (no photograph of the actual was taken). No other special-status species
were found at the project site; however, the initial study survey should not be considered thorough
enough to detect and/or identify all special-status species, particularly the annual or seasonal species,
which may occur onsite. Annual grassland vegetation, such as present onsite, is considered sensitive
because many of the areas of this community have been significantly impacted in the region.

The wildlife observed during the site visit includes: Red-tailed Hawk, Scrub Jay, Northern Flicker,
Acorn Woodpecker, American Goldfinch, Common Raven, Brown Towhee, California Quail, Coyote
(scat), and Dusky-footed Woodrat (nest). No special-status wildlife species were observed during the
survey; however, the special-status reptile species San Diego Homed Lizard (Phrynosoma coronatum
blainvil/ei) and the special-status mammal species San Diego Desert Woodrat (Neotoma /epida

1 Skinner, M., and B. Pavlik. 1994. Inventory a/Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants a/California. Sib Edition.

California Native Plant Society, Sacramento, California.
2 Magney, D.L. in ed.. Locally Rare Vascular Plants of Ventura County. California Native Plant Society, Channel Islands

Chapter, Ventura, California.
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intermedia) are the two wildlife special-status species most likely to occur in the suitable Sumac-
Ceanothus Chaparral/Coastal Sage Scrub habitat onsite.

Other special-status wildlife species that have the potential to occur at (or in the vicinity of) the project
site include: Monarch Butterfly (Danaus p/exippus), California Red-legged Frog (Rana aurora
draytonn), Red-sided Garter Snake (Thamnophis sirta/is inferno/is), Coastal Western Whiptail
(Cnemidophorus tigris mu/tiscutatus), Coast Patch-nosed Snake (Sa/vadora hexa/epis virgu/tea), Least
Bell's Vireo (Vireo be/Iii pusi//us), Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius /udovicianus), White-tailed Kite
(E/anus caeru/eus), Pallid Bat (Antrozous pa//idus), and Greater Western Mastiff Bat (Eumops perotis
ca/ifomicus ).
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IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES: PROJECTIMPACT
DEGREE OF EFFECT'

CUMULATIVE IMPACT
DEGREE OF EFFECT

What level of impact wiU the proposal have on: N LS PS-M PS

x

N I.S PS-M PS
-
xA. Endangered. 'Threatened, or Rare Species

B. Wetland Habitat x
x

x
xC. Coastal Habitat

D. Migration Corridors xx
E. Locally Important Species/Communities x x
Will the proposaL-

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, eidter directly or through
habitat modifications, on any species identified as a
candidate, sensitive, or special-status species in local or
regional plans, policies, ore regulations, or by dte California
Department of Fish and Game or u.s. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

x x

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or
other sensitive natural conununity identified in local or
regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California
Department of Fish and Game or u.s. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

x x

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected
wetland as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal ~l, coastal,
etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means?

x x

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with
established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

x x

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or
ordinance?

x x

1) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natmal Cornrnunity Conservation Plan,
or other approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan?

x x

Additional comments or explanations:

IV.A. Potential exists for one or more endangered, threatened, or rare species to use the project site;
however, detailed and seasonal surveys have not been conducted to detennine their presence or
absence. Therefore, until such time as qualified botanists and wildlife biologists can conduct
appropriate field surveys, the preparer must assume the project would result in a significant impact

3 N = No Impact; LS = Less Than Significant; PS-M = Potentially Significant Impact Unless Mitigation Incorporated; PS =

Potentially Sjgnificant Impact.
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on one or more special-status species. Two special-status plant species were observed onsite,
California Black Walnut (Juglam cali/ornico ssp. cali/ornico) and Umbrella Larkspur (Delphinium
umbraculorum), both of which are on the CNPS List 4, plants of limited distribution. Additional
comments are provided below.

IV .B. No wetland habitat is present at the project site; however, a riparian wetland corridor exists in
the vicinity, south of the oil well drilling pad, which is south of the project site.

IV.C. The project site is well inland from coastal habitat, by approximately 15 miles.

IV .D. The project would not likely create a significant barrier to plant and animal movement or

migration.

IV .E. The project site contains, or potentially contains, sensitive locally important species and plant
communities. Loss of these biotic resources is considered significant if not mitigated. The project
may also contribute to the cumulative loss of locally sensitive species and habitats. Additional
information is provided below.

N .a. As discussed in the "Environmental Setting" section above, the project site is within the known
range of a number of special-status species. The proposed project may result in a reduction of
unique, rare, or endangered species. Suitable habitat is present for the San Diego Homed Lizard and
San Diego Desert Woodrat and the plants listed previously. One individual Juglam californica var.
californica was observed on north side of the proposed access road. One Umbrella Larkspur
(Delphinium umbraculorum) was observed, and collected as a voucher (.

lV.b. Native Coastal Sage Scrub (California Buckwheat Scrub) vegetation and annual grassland would
be removed, resulting in a direct and pennanent loss of natural vegetation and contribute to the
cumulative loss of these habitats in the region. Coastal Sage Scrub, Coast Live Oak
ForestIWoodland, and Southern California Walnut Woodland4 plant communities are all present
onsite or adjacent to it, and could be directly and indirectly adversely affected by the project. The
fire hazard clearance zone around structures will result in the removal of all native shrubs and trees
within 100 feet, which will expose currently vegetated soil to recruitment by invasive exotic plants.
This in turn could also result in degradation of adjacent undisturbed habitats by competition by
invasive exotic plants. The required vegetation clearing will not likely create a barrier to nonnal
replenishment of existing species; however, it would result in a cumulative loss of habitat.

No wetlands occur at the project site or within 100 feet.

N.d. The proposed project is expected to deteriorate existing wildlife habitat because of the
removaVclearing of chaparra1/scrub vegetation and contributing to the cumulative loss and
degradation of habitat for wildlife of the region. No significant wildlife corridors or nursery sites
are known in the immediate vicinity of the project site.

4 Coastal Sage Scrub and Southern California Walnut Woodland are considered sensitive plant communities by the

California Department ofFish and Game (Natural Diversity Data Base. 1987. Natural Communities: List of Natural
Communities Indicating Highest Inventory Priorities. California Department ofFish and Game, Sacramento, California.)
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IV .e. Mature Coast Live Oak tree occurs all around the project site and the site contains at least two
rare plant species.

IV .f. No HCPs, NCC,Ps, or other habitat conservation plans have been established or adopted in the
Ojai-Santa Paula area.

Recommendations:

While the building of the Sprint PCS facility in itself will result in only a small impact to natural
vegetation and wildlife, cumulative losses of chaparral and, more importantly, Coastal Sage Scrub and
Southern California Walnut Woodland, are considerable on the long-term. The quantity of vegetation
and wildlife habitat lost is much greater when fire hazard measures around structures are required and
implemented. To reduce the magnitude of vegetation and habitat losses imposed for fire safety zones,
structures should be located on previously disturbed sites, and/or immediately adjacent to other
developed sites. This would reduce the edge effect of placing a structure in the middle of natural
habitat.

The project site potentially contains several special-status species; however, the timing of this initial
study assessment is improper for conducting seasonal field surveys. Seasonal field surveys for special-
status plant and wildlife species should be conducted during the spring (March-April) and early
summer (June-July). Without these surveys, the preparer must assume that one or more special-status
species are present and the project would result in a significant adverse impact. Note: transplantation
of rare plants as mitigation has been found to fail 9~/o of the time. Therefore, transplantation should
not be considered a viable or reasonably feasible mitigation measure should individual special-status
plant species are found onsite.

All impacts could be avoided by locating the Sprint PCS facility on to the existing oil well pad, which
is over one acre in size, and larger than necessary to service the pumps, or even redrill the wells.
Alternatively, the facility could be located immediately adjacent to the oil well pad.
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D. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE
~ Based on the information contained with Sections B and C Yes/Mavbe ~

Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, substantially
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop
below self sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the
number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal, or eliminate important
examples of major periods of California's history or prehistory?

x

x2. Does the project have the potential to achieve
environmental goals? (A short-term impact
relatively brier, definitive period of time whil
future.)

3. Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable?
"Cumulatively considerable" means that the incremental effects of a project are
considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effect of other
current projects, and the effect of probable future projects. (Several projects may have
relatively small individual impacts on two or more resources, but that total of those impacts
on the environment is significant.)

x

4. Does the project have environmental effects that will cause substantial adverse effects on
human beings, either directly or indirectly?

x

E. DETERMINATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT:- - ~ - --- -

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

I find the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment. and a NEGATIVE
DECLARATION should be prepared.

[X] I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environmental, there would not be
a significant effect in this case because the mitigation measure(s) described in section IV of the Initial Study will
be applied to the project, A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION should be prepared.

I find the proposed project, individuallyand/or cumulatively, MAY have a significant effect on die
environmental, and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

I find that the proposed project MA Y have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially significant unless
mitigated" impact on the environmental, but at least one effect I) has been adequately analyzed in and earlier
document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the
earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it
must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

{] I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all
potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that
earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon
the proposed project, nothing further is required.

David L. Magney, Biological Resources Initial Study Preparer Date
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