
California Environmental vuality Act Environmental Checklist l'orm
Biological Resources
County of Ventura, Planning Division

PROJECT PLANNER: Carl MorehousePROJECT REFERENCE NO.: Gi1
Michaels, CUP-5016

PROJECf BIOLOGIST: David L. Magney,
David Magney Environmental Consulting

DATE: 24 December 1997 (site visit
conducted on 16 December 1997)

PROJECT LOCATION: 614 West Potrero Road, Hidden Valley, Santa Monica Mountains;
Lat. 34°08'48"N Long. 118°53'34'W, in corral area east of driveway to stable house.

PROJECT ADDRESS: 614 West Potrero Road, Hidden Valley, CA 91361

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Erection ofa 19,000 sq. ft. agricultural structure to cover a
horse riding arena and creation of a second, uncovered riding arena. A decomposed granite
"driveway" will be installed at the south end of the corral area, nearest the stable house, leading to

the covered arena.

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING: The project site occurs on a gently sloping (northward)
lowland area of Hidden Valley, on the south side of West Potrero Road. The vegetation consists
ofRuderal Grassland/Oak Savannah. The Ruderal Grassland consists of nearly all nonnative
annual grasses and herbs, including: Amaranth (Amaranthus sp.), Australian Saltbush (Atriplex
semibaccata), Lambsquarters (Chenopodium album), Bermuda Grass (CyncxJon dactylon),
Summer Mustard (Hirschfe/dia incana), Cheeseweed (Malva parviflora), NarrowleafPlantain
(Plantago lanceolata), Annual Blue Grass (Poa annua), Curly Dock (Rumex crispus), Sow
Thistle (Sonchus oleraceus), and a clover (Trifolium sp.). One native grass, California Brome
(Bromus carinatus), was present in small numbers.

The Oak Savannah consists of two species of oaks, Coast Live Oak (Quercus agrifolia) and
Valley Oak (Quercus lobata). A total of 14 oak trees are present onsite, 4 Coast Live Oaks and
10 Valley Oaks. Oak trees are considered sensitive biological resources to the County of
Ventura, as well as the California Native Plant Society; however, neither species is considered
rare. The oak trees had several species of cmstose lichens growing on their trunks and branches.

Several special-status plant species are known to occur in the region of the project site (ie.,
Astragalus brauntonii, Baccharis plummerae ssp. plummerae, Calochortus catalinae,
Calochortus plummerae, Dichondra occidentalis, Dudleya abramsii ssp. parva, Dudleya
blochmaniae ssp. blochmaniae, Dudleya cymma ssp. marcescens, Dudleya cymma ssp.
ovatifolia, Galium cliftonsmithii, Juglans califarnica ssp. califarnica, £asthenia glabrata ssp.
coulteri, Lepechinia fragrans, and Pentachaeta /yonii), however, habitat for these special-status
vascular plant species is not present at the project site.

No wildlife were observed onsite; however, several birds and mamma1s are expected onsite (at
least occasionally), including: Virginia Opossum, Striped Skunk, Raccoon, Deer Mouse, Coyote,
Bobcat, several species of bats, Acorn Woodpecker, Red-tailed Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk,
Turkey Vuhure, Northern Flicker, Scmb Jay, Mockingbird, Brewer Blackbird, American Crow,
and others. Habitat for special-status animal species is not present at the project site, except as
foraging habitat for one or more species of bats.
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACI'S:

~ Discussion of Impact, Signifi~ and
MitiEation Mea.res

~ <:-'1.. Z uAt-'

~ Maybe

IV. PLANT LIFE. Will the pt'opo.ftJi result in

x :1:iI~ trees 'M»Ul~.IaI»ved,. CBIly weedy noonative
~ and herbs will be displaccxi. No adverse

impact expected.

a) Change in the diversity of sp«ies, or
nmnber of any species of plants
(including trees, shrubs, grass, ~s, and

aquatic plants)?

b) Red1K:tioo of the nwnbers of my 1miq~,
me, or a1~ species of plants?

x No rare or ~~ speci5 of plants present or
would be affected by proposed project; howev«,
several mature Coast Live Oak (Quercus agrifolio)
md Valley Oak (Quercus looata) are presart at
die project site dIat could be adversely affec:ted by
die proposed project as a result in changes to
existing grade, nmoff patterns, md from soil
compactimL Adverse impads to oak ~ can be
mitigated by ~I~ting die ~~datioos
described in die attached additiCXlal co~t.q.

xc) IDtrod1K:tioo of new ~5 ofplaDts into
an area, or in . barrier to the normal
~IB1immmt of existing species?

The proposed proja;t is not ~ to ~ in
introductioo of new plant speci~ into die ~, or
create 8 barrier to normal rqJl~sbmmt of
existing speci~, except it would prevart
JecmitDQIt of oak ~~gs in die proposed riding
armas.

d) Red1.:ti- in 8aage of any agricultural

crop?

x The proposed proje(;t M)wd n« redIK:e die
acree", of any agricWtural~. The project site
is CWTattly ~ for horse pastaue.

V. ANIMAL UFL WiU the propt»al raJIlt in."

xa) Change in die diversity of species, or
nmnbers of any species of animals (birds;
land animals, including reptiles; fish and
shellfish. barthic organisms, or insects)?

The p~ project ~uld not change the
diversity of species, or nwnbers of any speci~ of
animals in die HiddaI Valley area.

b) Red1M:bm of die nmnbers of any 1miq~,
rare, or mdangereci spec:ies of animals?

x The proposed proja:t is n<Jt expected to result in
any redudions of1miq~, rare, or mdangereci
speci5 of animals.

c) Introd1K:ticm of new speci~ of mimals
into an area, or result in a barrier to the
migration or DlOVemalt of mimals?

x The proposed project is not expected to result in
die introductioo of new species of animals, or
result in a barrier to migration or mo~t of
animals.

d) Dderioratioo to existing fish or wildlife
habitat?

x The proposed project is not expected to d«eriorate
existing fish or wildlife habitat
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Additional comments or explanations

IV. b. Work in the forln of grading and filling will occur within the driplines of 10 mature oak
trees, and minor trimming of a few low branches, as indicated on the Grading Plan prepared
Jensen Design and Survey of Ventura, California, dated 24 November 1997, and described in
detail by Paul Rogers, Consulting Arborist, Poly Associates, dated 4 December 1997. Rogers
indicates that the work proposed under or to these trees will not adversely affect 4 of the 14 trees,
and that work within the dripline of only four oaks could have a significant adverse impact. One
Coast Live Oak will be transplanted from the covered arena area to elsewhere onsite, and three
trees will require pruning of their root systems when constructing the foundation for the roof
footings. This impact could be mitigated to a less than significant level by implementing the ~
following measures, as StJmmarized from Rogers' report: c-"J Y-ooo'.;:~ ,,~~~~~~ ~1="

1. Obtain a tree permit from the County of Ventura to transp1an~the one Coast Live Oak tree, \
identified as Tree # 14 by Rogers, and to prune the brancheJof the other trees. The ~~~i:~
this tree would be considered a significant impact; however, successful tran~lantation should
fully ~~e ~~~::::~lfthis tree dies ~ five (?) years oftransp~gJt~(10)-CO-;~

(~r:weOak saplings, grown from acorns collected from withfu-maa-~~~~~~-~~~~---,J--e-
" and survive for at least five (5) years as mitigatio~~=-;::;;~~~-.J\~C>6:2- D. ~ r?- -

~ - - ~ "1;\Qr-~.~ (D~-Er400~~P\~~
I N 1~'I:!'e- ~~ G-,\A I 1:a6U~)

~2. Construct temporary fences around all oak trees within 50 feet of the work area. ~&--r-c~ a.~~

'"T'n~~ c;.ce-v.~ ~~)l \::od~e--{\",~;O~
3. Minimize work, grading, or filling within the drip]iJ1e of o;ak trees.to the greatest exteDt ~ ~ ecP acticable tvhe-.re.. j! i,,:>-t'~'""'t-e ~ .pr~t:>~ A. v, -0" ~~ ~.st"rl--lt:tVCT:' -{.e'.¥""""'- 'r""

r . Yt..!;1f""~ P("1t?. -to ~'(""\~ ,:>\Te. a~ve.to'P~e.,.-.,.-t-

~ 4. Cut all roots \\tithin the work areas of the tree oak trees' dripJines with hand tools only.

5. Keep all heavy equipment away from the oak trees driplines, except for those areas where
gradmg is required, and then minimi7.e earth compaction to the greatest extent practicable.

Use hand tools to dig all holes for foundation footings that occur within the dripline of each of
the oak trees. If roots greater than 2 inches in diameter are encountered, they may be cut with
hand saws only. Immediately thereafter, the exposed soil wall and root area must be covered
with plastic to prevent the roots from drying out, and shall be left in place until all work has

been completed and the holes filled.

7. A qualified arborist shall monitor all construction, transplantation, and pruning activities
affecting the onsite oak trees. The arborist shall submit a final report to the County of
Ventura Planning Division descn"bing the resuhs of the monitoring.

df-
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MANDA TORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECT

~ Mavbe ~

xa. Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife
species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self sustaining
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the
number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or ~nimal or
eliminate important examples of major periods of California's history or

prehistory?

b. Does the project have the potential to achieve short-term, to the
disadvantage of long-term, environmental goals?

x

c. Does the project have environmental effects which are individually
limited by cumulatively considerable?

x

d. Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly?

x

xAhematives to the Proposed Action. Does the project require the
discussion and evaluation of a range of reasonable ahematives which could
feaSIbly attain the basic objectives of the project?

4a:JP- ~ 16. bio



California Environmental Quality Act Environmental Checklist ~'orm
Biological Resources
County of Ventura, Planning Division

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYST:

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

I find the proposed project will NOT have a significant adverse environmental effect, and
a NEGATIVE DEClARATION should be prepared.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant adverse environmental
effect, there would not be a significant effect in this case if the mitigation measures
descn"bed herein are included in the project, A MITIGATED NEGATIVE
DECLARATION should be prepared.

A

I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant adverse environmental effect, and
an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT should be prepared.

26 ~---1..
er 1997 :if

-~ ~llJU_- -- - .ij~I'

f
Date ,:

David L. Mag~,
Initial Study Preparer
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