Site Description of Two Harbors

Mainland driving directions to Catalina Express terminal at Berth 95 is the same as going to LA Harbor Sportfishing, except instead of going right on North Harbor you drive straight through onto Swinford.  Get your parking stub at the PCI gate.  Parking is in the lot in front of the terminal.

Reservations and schedule information: www.catalinaexpress.com or 1 800 481 3470.
BB
No observed fishing at any BB location.  At Two Harbors side there is two coastal trails along the east and west side of the Harbor.  The east trail leads to the campgrounds and the west trail leads out to Lion Head.  The kid in the general store said he and some others had been fishing Lion Head lately for halibut.  Using binoculars from the dock, a sampler can see all BB fishing in the harbor, but to get out to Lion Head and other BB sites on the west side of the island requires a hike.
The trail to Cat Harbor is between the Harbor Reef restaurant and the public bathrooms.  The Cat Harbor side also has two trails.  The west trail dead ends about half way to Catalina Head and the east trail continues past the point.  A sampler can survey the whole area by walking part way up either side.   Neither side looked very ideal for fishing, but the kid in the general store said people fish there sometimes.
MM
Currently the pier and peninsula at base of pier are blocked off and under construction.  The dock is open to the public for fishing and there was a guy and his two young daughters fishing on the dock.  They did catch and release two kelp bass.  There is also a small pier on the west side of Cat Harbor.

PR

The Two Harbors Boat Shop, located next to the general store, has four small skiffs for rent and most of the renters do fish off the skiffs.  The shop also rents rods, but tackle must be purchased in the general store.  When I first talked to the guys at the shop all four skiffs were in use, but they didn’t think anyone was fishing.  By the end of the day two skiffs came in and were rented by people fishing.  It looks like peoples usually just rent the skiffs for a few hours.
Two Harbors Boat Shop: 

www.visittwoharbors.com  

1 310 510 4212
The Two Harbors Dive and Recreation have Prowler ocean fishing kayaks for rent at the base of the pier.  Unfortunately, the owner said they get very little use.  Apparently they bought the kayaks for a group of regulars that visit Two Harbors and like to kayak fish.  However, while I was there 3 anglers were taking out the Prowlers for a three day paddle/camp/fishing trip to Avalon.  For $117 they get the kayaks for 3 days and they’ll just drop them off in Avalon and catch the ferry back to the mainland from there.  

Two Harbors Dive and Recreation:

www.visittwoharbors.com
1 310 510 4272

In Cat Harbor there is a small unpaved launch ramp.  There was one vehicle with trailer waiting for a boat to return.

I spoke with the folks at the recreation center about the activities of fishermen that tie up in the harbor over night.  They said that the only time anglers leave their boats is late in the evening and usually they just get “blind stinking drunk and stagger back to their boats.”  So I don’t think we would have much of an opportunity to intercept those PR anglers after they have completed their trip.  Currently the fuel pumps at the end of the dock are out of order.  It’s all part of the construction project at the base of the pier.  So for now they are selling gas up by the recreation center.  Boaters have to haul the gas up and down the dock in containers.
