White Seabass Sampling
In southern California, you will be sampling white seabass for presence of a coded wire tag (CWT).   Ocean Resources Enhancement and Hatchery Program (OREHP), a Department-sponsored program is raising white seabass and releasing juvenile fish into the wild.  Prior to release, each fish is tagged with a small (1.1 mm long by 0.25 mm diameter) CWT at the posterior edge of the left eye. 
Scanning for a Coded Wire Tag (CWT)

First ask the angler if they left the hook in the fish’s mouth.  The presence of a hook can cause a false reading.  Then turn on the hand-held scanner and check to see that it is working by passing it over a piece of metal.  You should hear a beep to indicate it is working.  Pass the scanner over the left side of the fish’s head, focusing on the area under the eye and the cheek muscle.  If no beep is heard, turn the fish over and scan the other side of the head.
If the scanner beeps, indicating presence of a CWT, inform the angler that you would like to remove the head, because you believe it is a tagged, hatchery-raised white seabass.  Measure the fish, fill out a head tag form and then remove the head.

1. Unlike salmon, you do not have legal authority to take the head.  If an angler does not want to give up their fish head, inform them of the OREHP by giving them a flyer.  If it’s an issue of wanting the otoliths (stones), we can provide them with a replacement set.  Be sure to write the angler’s name and address on the back of the White Seabass Head Scanning Data Sheets.
Commercial Passenger Fishing Vessel Contest

Hubbs-SeaWorld Research Institute sponsors a contest each year for the Commercial Passenger Fishing Vessel (CPFV) that:  a) turns in the most white seabass heads, and b) turns in the most tagged white seabass heads.  The contest runs for six months (January – June, and July – December).  If you collect data and/or heads from a CPFV the fish will count towards the vessel’s total for the contest.

White Seabass Equipment

2. Hand-held scanner

3. Knife and sheath

4. Large Ziploc bags to store heads

5. Head Tag forms

6. White Seabass Head Scanning Data Sheets

Removing the Head
1. Lay the fish on a flat surface.
2. Slide the knife under the gill plate and cut straight forward or at a 45 degree angle, until you are approximately 1 inch behind the eyes.

3. Flip the fish over to the other side and repeat the cut until it meets the end of the other cut.  You may have to angle the knife perpendicular to the ground to meet the other cut.

4. Once the two cuts have met, the head should come off cleanly.

5. Place a completed head tag form in the Ziploc bag with the head and place it a cool place.
Make sure the cut exposes the least amount of meat possible and remove any gills or extra flesh attached to the head.  Please keep your knife and board clean as you are dealing with fish that someone will be eating.  If an angler prefers to cut the head off themselves, let them do it.

Q. What if the angler refuses to relinquish the head?  

A.  Collect the species and length and note on the White Seabass Head Scanning Data Sheet that the head was not recovered.

White Seabass Head Drop Off Protocol

If at all possible, you should drop off the white seabass head(s) at the end of each day at one of the locations listed below.  If you cannot, freeze the head until you can drop it off.  Contact the business prior to delivery to confirm office hours.
	Ports
	Drop Off Location
	Phone number

	Santa Barbara
	DFG – Santa Barbara

1233 Cliff Drive, Suite 9
	(805) 568-1231

(805) 568-1221

	
	Sea Landing

301 W. Cabrillo Blvd.
	(805) 963-3564

	Ventura/Oxnard
	Eric’s Tackle
2127 E. Thompson, Ventura
	(805) 648-5665

	
	Captain Hook’s Sportfishing

3600 Oxnard Blvd., Oxnard
	(805) 382-6233

	
	Channel Islands Sportfishing Center

3900 Pelican Way, Oxnard
	(805) 985-8511

	Marina del Rey
	In Seine Bait Company

13800 Bora Bora Way
	Larry

(310) 574-4443

	
	Marina del Rey Sportfishing

13795 Fiji Way
	(310) 822-3625

	
	Purfield’s Pro Tackle

12512 W. Washington Blvd.
	(310) 397-6171

	Redondo Beach
	Redondo Beach Boat Hoist
181 N Harbor Drive
	(310) 374-3481

	San Pedro
	22nd Street Landing

141 W 22nd Street
	(310) 832-8304

	
	LA Harbor Sportfishing
Ports ‘O Call Village
	(310) 547-9916

	Long Beach
	Long Beach Sportfishing

555 Pico Avenue, Berth 55
	(562) 432-8993

	
	Pierpoint Landing

200 Aquarium Way
	(562) 983-9300

	Catalina Island
	Avalon Fish Market

At the end of the pier
	(310) 510-0197

	
	Two Harbors Harbor Patrol Office

On the pier
	(310) 510-4253

	Los Alamitos/

Huntington Beach
	DFG – Los Alamitos

4665 Lampson Ave, Ste C, Los Alamitos
	(562) 342-7111 (562) 342-7100

	
	Pacific Edge Bait and Tackle

5042 Edinger Ave, Huntington Bach
	(714) 840-4262

	
	Mako Matt’s Marine

6411 Edinger Ave, Huntington Beach
	(714) 893-7743

	Newport Beach/Irvine
	Angler’s Center

419 Old Newport Rd, Newport Beach
	(949) 642-6662 

	
	Davey’s Locker

400 Main Street, Newport Beach
	(949) 673-1434

	
	Newport Landing Sportfishing

309 Palm Street, Newport Beach
	(949) 675-0550

	
	United Anglers of Southern CA

17391 Murphy Avenue, Suite A
	(949) 863-9447

	Dana Point
	Dana Wharf Sportfishing

34675 Golden Lantern Street
	(949) 496-5794

	
	Hogan’s Bait & Tackle

34320 Pacific Coast Highway #G
	(949) 493-3528

	Oceanside/

Carlsbad/

Solana Beach
	Helgren’s Sportfishing

315 Harbor Drive South, Oceanside
	(760) 722-2133

	
	Leon Raymond Hubbard Jr. Hatchery

4200 Garfield Street, Carlsbad
	(760) 434-9501

	
	Blue Water Tackle

124 Lomas Santa Fe Drive #207, Solana Beach
	(858) 350-8505

	San Diego
	Hubbs-Sea World Research Institute
2595 Ingraham Street
	(619) 227-3870 


