Food habits studies of jumbo squid, Dosidicus gigas, in the California Current

Contact: John Field, Tel: 831-420-3907, Email: John.Field@noaa.gov

                                 or Ken Baltz, Tel: 831-420-3943, Email: Ken.Baltz@noaa.gov
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Figure:  Dorsal view showing mantle length (left), and ventral view showing location of stomach (right) 
To Take Samples:

With pencil only, write the mantle length (in centimeters) on a scrap of paper or completely fill out the bag labels provided, toss the piece of paper in a 1 gallon ziplock bag, and write the mantle length on the outside of the ziplock bag as well, with a waterproof dark colored sharpie.  If you fill out the labels provided by the boat, then note the depth of capture along with the date, time of day, location (latitude, longitude), and mantle length.  
Put the entire head and viscera into the 1 gallon ziplock bag after removing it from the mantle.  If it doesn’t fit, lop off the tentacles.  This way we can remove both the stomach and the statoliths (“earbones” of squid) in the laboratory for food habits and aging research. 

A total sample size of 40 to 50 animals per trip is optimal- no more than 50 per trip. Process (clean and bag) and freeze as soon as possible. 
