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FOOD HABITS AND ECONOMIC STATUS OF

|
| - THE BREWER AND RED-WINGED
| BLACKBIRDS -

By ParLo S. Somrranc
INTRODUCTION

ROM THE economic point of view, birds may be divided into
three classes, which are: (1) birds that are destructive through-

- out their lives, for exampls, western goshawk and sharp-shinned
awk; (2) birds that feed on crops a part of the year and on ingects
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with & corresponding number, and mail to the Division together with
vour name and address, the date and localily where the bird or animal
was killed, its specles and sex.

In connection with this contest arrangements are being made to
award a suitable prize to the volunteer deputy who, during the time
of the bobeat and hawk contest, sends to the Division the greatest
number of stomachs of the following specles of birds and mammals:
oreat horned owl, sharp-shinned, Cooper and duck hawks, crow, black-
billed magpie, blue jay, opossum, coyote, bobeat and semiwild, roaming
domestie house cat.

LIFE HISTORY NOTES

STRIFED BASS AT SAN DIEGO

Coburn F. Maddox, in charge of the San Diego district for the
Bureau of Commercial Misheries, reports under date of June 8, 1931,
that he was informed three striped bass had been caught by anglers
near La Jolla. He found one of these bass, & seven pounder, on display
at the Stanley Andrews sporting goods store and learned that it was
caucht by Frank Dexter while surf fishing at the Scripps Tnstitution
of Qceanography. This report is of interest as it is the first verified
report which has come to our attention of striped bass being taken south
of Monterey Bay, although it is known that these introduced fish are
becoming more numerous and have extended thelr range northward to
Coos Bay in Oregon.—N. B. Scofield, 510 Russ Building, San Franeisco,
August 17, 1931,

STRIPED BASS

Howard R. Hill of the Los Angeles Museum reports the receipt of
some striped bass, which were talken by sport fishermen at San Cle-
mente, a small seacoast town in southern California. The specimens were
young ones, around three and one-half inches long, and were reported
1o be “‘thick’’ in the region where they were taken. Local fishermen
were unfamiliar with this speeies, and took specimens to Mr. Hill for
identification.—Lionel A. Walford, August, 1931

A PUG-HEADED RAINBOW TROUT

The malformation known as pug-headedness is uncommon but not
rare among fshes. It is seldom that reliable information and good
illustrations are brought to the attention of interested ichthyologists,
however. The Division of Fish and Game has been forfunate in recelv-
ing a photograph of a deformed rainbow trout caught by Mr. Ired
Hartzell of Susanville in Butte Lake, Lassen Voleanic National Park
on June 21, 1931.

Dr. BE. W. Gudger of the American Musewmn of Natural History
has made a careful study of pug-headed fishes. In his published articles™
he malkes reference to a number of cases of the malformation which
were brought to his attention. It appears to be most ccmmon aMonNg

* an adult pug-headed brown trout, Salmoe furio, with notes on gther pra-headed
salmonids. American Museum of MNatural History, Bulletin, vol. 58, art. 12, pp.
531—559, 13329,

Pug-headedness in the striped bass, Roccus lineafua, and in other related [ishes.
American Museam of Natural History, Bulletin, vol. 61, art. 1, pp. 1-19, 1§30,



